
PROCLAMATION 
RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF BILL MCADAM  

TO THE DOWNERS GROVE PARK DISTRICT
The Downers Grove Park District Board of Commissioners proudly recognizes and honors Executive Director Bill McAdam 
upon the occasion of his retirement, and celebrates his extraordinary career of leadership, service, and dedication to parks  
and recreation.

WHEREAS, Bill McAdam served as Executive Director of the Downers Grove Park District from 2012 through 2026, providing 
visionary leadership and guiding the District through years of growth, innovation, and community enhancement; and

WHEREAS, Bill McAdam has devoted more than 35 years to strengthening communities through parks, recreation, 
conservation, and public service; and

WHEREAS, throughout his distinguished career, Bill’s leadership has helped preserve more than 500 acres of public land 
across Illinois, creating spaces where families gather, children play, neighbors connect, and natural resources are protected  
for future generations; and

WHEREAS, under Bill’s leadership, the Downers Grove Park District created and expanded treasured community spaces 
including Gelwicks Park, Lyman Woods, McCollum Park, and Doerhoefer Park — parks that have become an integral part of 
the fabric of our community and stand as a lasting reflection of his vision and commitment to enhancing quality of life for all 
residents; and

WHEREAS, Bill also led the continued evolution of Belmont Golf Club, including the renaming of the facility, significant 
course improvements, renovation of the clubhouse, and addition of the driving range shelter, further enhancing recreational 
opportunities and modernizing one of the District’s premier amenities for residents and visitors alike; and

WHEREAS, Bill has strengthened partnerships among local governments, schools, foundations, and community organizations 
to enhance recreational opportunities, preserve natural and historic resources, and advance projects benefiting generations to 
come, including the restoration of the historic 1846 Blodgett House; and

WHEREAS, under Bill’s leadership, the Downers Grove Park District was recognized in 2022 as an Illinois Distinguished 
Accredited Agency by the Illinois Association of Park Districts (IAPD) and the Illinois Park and Recreation Association (IPRA), 
reflecting the District’s commitment to excellence in park and recreation services; and

WHEREAS, Bill’s legacy extends far beyond Downers Grove Park District, as he has served as a mentor, advocate, and 
respected leader within the parks and recreation profession, including service as Chairman of the Illinois Park and Recreation 
Association Board, contributions to accreditation and professional standards initiatives, mentorship of emerging professionals 
through ProConnect, and service as a CAPRA reviewer; and

WHEREAS, Bill has been a strong advocate for inclusion and accessibility through his work with SEASPAR, including serving as 
President of the SEASPAR Board of Directors for five years, helping advance programs and recreation opportunities that enrich 
the lives of individuals with disabilities and their families; and

WHEREAS, Bill’s dedication to public service has remained steadfast through his service since 2014 as a Commissioner for 
the Lemont Park District, where his own career first began as a teenage lifeguard, and where he helped lead significant land 
acquisition efforts, park development projects, inclusive recreation initiatives, and a successful referendum benefiting that 
community for years to come; and

WHEREAS, Bill’s many professional achievements include being named the Illinois Park and Recreation Association 
Professional of the Year, election to the American Academy for Parks and Recreation Administration, and most recently 
receiving one of the profession’s highest honors — the Illinois Park and Recreation Association’s Robert Artz Lifetime 
Achievement Award — recognizing his exceptional leadership, dedication, and lasting impact on communities throughout 
Illinois; and

WHEREAS, while Bill’s accomplishments are many, it is his unwavering dedication, compassion, integrity, and passion for parks 
and recreation that have truly defined his career and positively impacted countless residents, colleagues, and communities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Downers Grove Park District Board of Commissioners hereby extends its 
deepest gratitude and appreciation to Bill McAdam for his decades of outstanding service and leadership, congratulates him 
on his well-deserved retirement, and celebrates the incredible legacy he leaves behind for generations to come.


