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A diverse tree population is important in helping to reduce the risk of tree loss due to pests and disease.

Tree Health
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2015 Tree Maintenance
Keeping Our Trees Healthy

Park trees are inspected
throughout the growing
season to check for any
possible problems.

Young trees require about 1”
of water per week. During
dry periods supplemental
watering is required to keep
trees healthy & growing.

Mulch applied at a 2-4”
depth of trees helps
maintain adequate soil
moisture for tree growth.

If required trees are given
fertilizer or other supplements.
Trees are also pruned when
needed to help maintain safe,
beautiful trees for our parks.

Enhancing Our Tree Population Diversity
To help improve the diversity of our tree population 20
different species were used for the newly planted trees3

A proactive plan to treat Ash trees helped prolong the life of
many trees affected with Emerald Ash Borer
species diversity

species diversity

56%
76 new trees planted in parks

of trees removed
were Ash

105 diseased, damaged or undesirable
trees removed from parks

The Value of Our Trees
Average benefit per tree

trees clean the air
we breathe
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streets quieter
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Trees reduce
energy costs by
providing shade
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Trees help handle storm
runoff and reduce flooding
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Total number is of actively managed trees on Downers Grove Park District owned property.
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Tree health data from the Downers Grove Park District Tree Inventory Report created by Graf Natural Resources
Management & GIS
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savings per year of Downers Grove
Park District managed trees
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Tree species planted in 2015: Redpointe Red Maple (4), Kentucky Coffee Tree (5), Dawn Redwood (4), Bur Oak (9), Red Oak (9), Ostraya (3), Miyabe maple

(1), Fort McNair Chestnut (3), Moraine Sweetgum (4), Triumph Elm (4), Swamp White Oak (6), Hilla Oak (3), Catalpa (1), Pin Oak (1), Tulip Tree (5), Red Bud (1), Chinquapin
Oak (8), Shingle Oak (3), Norway Spruce (1), Autumn Gold Ginkgo (2)

Trees clean the air by absorbing carbon dioxide, sulphur dioxide, nitrous oxides and other pollutants, and also shade cars
and parking lots, reducing ozone emissions from vehicles.
Source: “Coastal Plain Community Tree Guide: Benefits, Costs, and Strategic Planting”. USDA, Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station. (2006).

Studies have found general increases of up to 37% in residential property values associated with the presence of trees
and vegetation on a property.

Source: The Value of Green Infrastructure for Urban Climate Adaptation. Rep. Center for Clean Air Policy, 2011.

Trees reduce noise pollution by absorbing sounds. A belt of trees 98 feet wide and 49 feet tall can reduce highway noise
by 6 to 10 decibels.
Source: “Benefits of trees: trees enrich the health and quality of our environment”.NJ Department of Environmental Protection

A 20-percent tree canopy over a house results in annual cooling savings of 8 to 18% and annual heating savings of 2 to
8%.
Source: The Value of Green Infrastructure for Urban Climate Adaptation. Rep. Center for Clean Air Policy, 2011.

Trees can reduce annual stormwater runoff by 2–7 percent, and a mature tree can store 50 to 100 gallons of water
during large storms.
Source: Tree City USA Bulletin 55. Arbor Day Foundation.

In a study, residents of areas with the highest levels of greenery were three times as likely to be physically active and
40% less likely to be overweight or obese than residents living in the least green settings.
Source: "Graffiti, Greenery, and Obesity in Adults:Secondary Analysis of European Cross Sectional Survey." British Medical Journal 331 (2005)

Visual exposure to settings with trees helps recovery from stress within five minutes, as indicated by changes in blood pressure and muscle tension.
Source: "View through a Window May Influence Recovery from Surgery."

Additional data from: http://www.actrees.org/files/Research/benefits_of_trees.pdf

