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BEFORE THE DOWNERS GROVE PARK DISTRICT
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

IN RE THE MATTER OF': )

BOARD MEETING )

MAY 2, 2013
7:00 P.M.

PROCEEDINGS had before the Village of Downers
Grove Board of Park Commissioners, taken at the Lincoln

Center, 935 Maple Avenue, Downers Grove, Illinois.

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:
MR. ROBERT J. GELWICKS, President;
MR. MATT CUSHING, Vice President;
MS. CATHERINE C. MAHONEY, Treasurer;
MS. JANET BARR, Secretary;
MR. MARK ROMAN, Commissioner.
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1 PARK DISTRICT STAFF PRESENT: 1 that is mounted on the ground at Fishel Park. This
2 MR. BILL McADAM, Executive Director; 2 plaque, part of the memorial is dedicated to Tim
3 MS. RENEE HERBST, Director of Administrative 3 Bodden, a marine from Downers Grove who was listed as
4 Services; 4 missing in action in 1967.
5 MR. JAY KELLY, Director of Recreation; 5 The memorial started out at the fire station up on
6 MS. SARA RATHSACK, Assistant 6 Highland Avenue a few years ago as an eternal flame,
7 Director of Recreation; 7 which was eventually shut off because they couldn't
8 MR. GEOFF PENMAN, Director of 8 afford to pay the gas anymore. It was hit by a car and
9 Operations & Development; 9 damaged.
10 MR. MIKE SIEFKEN, Parks Operation Manager; 10 Eventually, when the memorial was moved to Fishel
11 MR. PAUL FYLE, Landscape Architect; 11 Park, on numerous occasions, people disrespected it by
12 MS. BRANDI BECKLEY, Public Information 12 using it as a chair. During the construction of the
13 Supervisor; 13 pavilion, it was removed.
14 MS. PAM RANK, Clerk. 14 While in storage, something happened to it. I
15 15 don't know what. It would be interesting to find out
16 16 what because this is a piece of Downers Grove history
17 17 that is no longer. All that remains now is this
18 18 plaque.
19 19 It seems how this plaque is on the ground, it can
20 20 still be disrespected. People can walk on it. Leaves
21 21 fall on it, and it can be covered in snow, covered in
22 22 leaves.
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1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Call to order the May 2nd, 1 I would like to call on the Board to do the right
2 2013 Downers Grove Park District Board Meeting. Roll 2 thing, remove this plaque from the ground, placed in a
3 call, please. 3 place of honor inside the Veterans Memorial Pavilion on
4 MS. RANK: Ms. Barr? 4 a wall.
5 COMMISSIONER BARR: Here. 5 Now, this issue is very important to me. I have a
6 MS. RANK: Mr. Cushing? 6 friend missing in action still from Vietnam. I still
7 COMMISSIONER CUSHING: Here. 7 wear his bracelet.
8 MS. RANK: Mr. Gelwicks? 8 It's not too late to do the right thing. I hope
9 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Here. 9 the Board agrees and gets it moved into the Veterans
10 MS. RANK: Ms. Mahoney? 10 Memorial Pavilion. Thank you.
11 COMMISSIONER MAHONEY: Here. 11 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Thank you.
12 MS. RANK: Mr. Roman? 12 MR. GILBERT: My name is Mike Gilbert. 4625
13 COMMISSIONER ROMAN: Here. 13 Highland in Downers Grove.
14 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Would everyone please rise 14 Steve told me he was coming tonight to make a few
15 for the Pledge of Allegiance. 15 comments, and I wanted to be sure I joined him. I
16 (WHEREUPON, Pledge of Allegiance 16 would like to add my voice to his in the request to do
17 was recited.) 17 something about this.
18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Do we have any visitors who 18 This plaque was dedicated in 1989. It's been
19 would like to address the Board at this time? 19 crashed into, defaced, removed, transplanted, moved;
20 Yes, sir. Please stand and give us your name. 20 and kind of now unceremoniously laying in the ground,
21 MR. WILLIAMS: Steve Williams. I would like to 21 as you all know.
22  address the Board regarding the Freedom Memorial Plaque 22 Let me give you a little background. My son was
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1 Sergeant Thomas M. Gilbert. I think many of you know 1 that are memorialized up there. Is there a reason why
2 Tom was killed in Irag in 2006. So this issue is 2 this shouldn't be there with everybody else from your
3  important to me and my family. 3 perspective?
4 As a parent, I have no problem seeing the pain 4 MR. WILLIAMS: I think more people would see it at
5 that the Bodden family felt with the loss of their son, 5 Fishel Park than at Legion Post. Not on the ground.
6 but as a Gold Star father, I lived it. 6 MR. GILBERT: Mr. Bodden is represented at the
7 We owe these young people the highest amount of 7 Legion. This was a plaque that was developed for that
8 respect we can provide them. If we can't provide that 8 sole purpose in 1989. The argument isn't should it be
9 respect, then who are we? It is deserved. It is 9 there. It is there. His name is prominently displayed
10 important, and I know we can do a little bit better 10 at the hall. But this was a plaque that was
11 than what we've got right here now. 11 particularly dedicated at that time in 1989 for him and
12 That plaque should be mounted in a prominent place 12 in honor of him.
13 in the Veterans Memorial, not on the ground the way 13 The argument, I think, isn't so much —- not that
14 that it's set up at this particular moment. 14 there's an argument. I don't mean to put it that way.
15 For the sake of his family, for the sake of our 15 But the issue is not so much should there be a plaque
16 family who feels the pain right with them, for the sake 16 to his name, but the plaque that we already have needs
17 of our children in the community, we need to show a 17 to be treated with more respect. It was already
18 Dbetter respect than that plague is being shown at this 18 dedicated, and it was already presented.
19 particular time. 19 Let's take it and put it up inside the pavilion
20 I was there, by the way, in 1989 when the original 20 you built there and put it in a more prominent or
21 was dedicated, and it was to be an everlasting flame. 21 better place where people can see it.
22 It's not everlasting anymore. So I urge the Board to 22 It can be mounted to the wall. It can be mounted
7 9
1 take some sort of action, regardless of the cost. 1 anywhere. The argument more now is that this
2 I doubt there's a lot of cost involved in this. I 2 particular plaque, however it arrived in our hands, is
3 would be happy to help if we need to raise some funds 3 now on the ground, and it's in a disrespectful place.
4 to get it accomplished, whatever it takes; but let's 4 I shouldn't use the term disrespectful place. I
5 treat that plaque with a little more respect. 5 know those who put it there meant well, did well.
6 Let's get it mounted up in the memorial, where it 6 There is no ill will. TIt's just that it's not in as
7 belongs, and do him the honor of respecting it. Thank 7 good of a place as it could be. It isn't being
8 you. 8 respected to the level that I personally think it
9 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: You're welcome. Can I ask a 9 should be.
10 couple questions. 10 Does that answer?
11 I don't know the whole background behind all of 11 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Yes. Thank you. Anybody
12  this. I'm under the understanding this was originally 12 else? Consent agenda.
13 placed somewhere else and then got moved to Fishel Park 13 MR. McADAM: This evening, we have approval of
14 for some reason. 14 minutes from the April 4, 2013 Regular and Executive
15 MR. WILLIAMS: Right. It was at the fire station 15 Session Meetings and acceptance of the DuPage County
16 on Highland Avenue and was moved to Fishel Park. 16 Canvass for the Consolidated Election of April 9th,
17 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: So I understand that we 17 2013.
18 weren't the original resting place for that. It seems 18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Motion, please.
19 to me -- just as one board member, but I would just 19 COMMISSIONER MAHONEY: Move to accept the consent
20 like to understand your perspective on this —-- that 20 agenda as presented.
21 there are many memorials to servicemen at Legion Hall 21 COMMISSIONER ROMAN: Second.
22  and up at the Legion property. There are many people 22 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Roll call, please.
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1 MS. RANK: Ms. Mahoney? 1 I have here a plaque for Janet in appreciation for
2 COMMISSIONER MAHONEY: Aye. 2 your service and dedication to the Park Board of the
3 MS. RANK: Mr. Roman? 3 Downers Grove Park District, Janet Barr, Commissioner
4 COMMISSIONER ROMAN: Aye. 4 2009 to 2013.
5 MS. RANK: Ms. Barr? 5 COMMISSIONER BARR: Thank you very much.
6 COMMISSIONER BARR: Aye. 6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: You're welcome.
7 MS. RANK: Mr. Cushing? 7 (Applause.)
8 COMMISSIONER CUSHING: Aye. 8 COMMISSIONER BARR: I just want to thank everyone
9 MS. RANK: Mr. Gelwicks? 9 for their service. Bob, you've done a great job for a
10 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Aye. Motion is approved. 10 lot of years as President, and Cathy, a long time
11 MR. McADAM: Our action item for this evening is 11 Commissioner, in your service to our District, and a
12 request for approval of the SEASPAR Fiscal Year 12 pleasure sitting near you, Matt. And welcome,
13 2013-2014 budget. 13 Damienne, to the Board, and I think you're going to
14 The budget is in your pack, as noted in the 14 have a very good experience. It's a wonderful staff.
15 information provided. Our contribution is a slight 15 So happy to have Bill and Jay on the Board. Thank you
16 increase over last year. 16 for all you've done.
17 As you recall, when we were doing the levy, they 17 I'm going on to other volunteer opportunities. If
18 held the levy the same. The slight increase is based 18 you ever decide to do a foundation, I would be very
19 on the calculations of each member agency, particularly 19 interested in participating.
20 Cook County in the way they calculate on a triennial 20 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Any other new business? Any
21 and are catching up, and that would have an effect on 21 other opportunities for visitors to speak? We have
22 us. 22 many of those opportunities tonight. I guess we

11 13
1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Could I have a motion, 1 adjourn sine die.
2 please. 2 (Which were all the proceedings had
3 COMMISSIONER ROMAN: Move to approve SEASPAR 3 at the meeting of the
4 Fiscal Year 2013-2014 budget. 4 above-entitled cause.)
5 COMMISSIONER BARR: Second. 5
6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Any discussion? Roll call, 6
7  please. 7
8 MS. RANK: Mr. Roman? 8
9 COMMISSIONER ROMAN: Aye. 9
10 MS. RANK: Ms. Barr? 10
11 COMMISSIONER BARR: Aye. 11
12 MS. RANK: Mr. Cushing? 12
13 COMMISSIONER CUSHING: Aye. 13
14 MS. RANK: Mr. Gelwicks? 14
15 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Aye. 15
16 MS. RANK: Ms. Mahoney? 16
17 COMMISSIONER MAHONEY: Aye. 17
18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Motion is approved. 18
19 Do we have any unfinished business? 19
20 MR. McADAM: We do not. 20
21 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody have any unfinished 21
22  business? New business? 22
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
)SS.
COUNTY OF KENDALL )

I, Angela Phipps, Certified Shorthand
Reporter for the State of Illinois, do hereby certify
that heretofore on the 2nd day of May, 2013, I reported
in shorthand the proceedings had in the above matter.

I further certify that the proceedings were
reduced to writing by means of machine shorthand and
afterwards transcribed into typewriting by me; and that
the foregoing is a true and correct record of said
proceedings.

I further certify that I am neither counsel
for nor related to counsel for any of the parties to
this suit, nor am I in any way related to any of the
parties to these proceedings.

IN TESTIMONY WHERECF, I have hereunto set my
hand this 14th day of May, 2013.

ANGELA PHIPPS, CSR
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remove [1] 5/2
removed [2] 4/13 5/19
RENEE [1] 2/3
reported [1] 14/6
Reporter [1] 14/5
represented [1] 8/6
request [2] 5/16 10/12
respect [5] 6/8 6/9 6/18
7/58/17

respected [1] 9/8

said [1] 14/11

sake [3] 6/156/156/16
same [1] 10/18
SARA [1] 2/6
SEASPAR [2] 10/12
11/3

Second [2] 9/21 11/5
see [2] 8/4 8/21
seeing [1] 6/4
seems [2] 4/197/18
Sergeant [1] 6/1
service [3] 12/2 12/9
12/11

servicemen [1] 7/21
Services [1] 2/4
Session [1] 9/15
set[2] 6/14 14/17
shorthand [3] 14/4 14/7
14/9

should [4] 6/12 8/8 8/15
9/9

shouldn't [2] 8/2 9/4
show [1] 6/17
shown [1] 6/18

shut [1] 4/7
SIEFKEN [1] 2/10
sine [1] 13/1

sir [1] 3/20

sitting [1] 12/12
slight [2] 10/1510/18
snow [1] 4/21

so [6] 6/26/227/17
8/13 8/1512/15

sole [1] 8/8

some [3] 7/17/37/14
something [2] 4/14 5/17
somewhere [1] 7/13
son [2] 5/22 6/5

sort [1] 7/1

speak [1] 12/21
SS[1] 14/2

staff [2] 2/1 12/14
stand [1] 3/20

Star [1] 6/6

started [1] 4/5
STATE [2] 14/1 14/5
station [2] 4/57/15
Steve [2] 3/21 5/14
still [3] 4/20 5/6 5/6
storage [1] 4/14

suit [1] 14/15
Supervisor [1] 2/13
sure [1] 5/15

their [2] 6/5 12/9
them [2] 6/8 6/16
then [2] 6/9 7/13
there [12] 6/20 7/21
7/22 8/1 8/1 8/2 8/9 8/9
8/15 8/20 9/5 9/6
there's [2] 7/2 8/14
these [2] 6/7 14/16
they [3] 4/7 10/17 10/20
thing [2] 5/2 5/8

think [5] 6/1 8/4 8/13
9/8 12/13

this [24]

Thomas [1] 6/1

those [2] 9/5 12/22
Tim [1] 4/2

time [4] 3/19 6/19 8/11
12/10

told [1] 5/14

Tom [1] 6/2

tonight [2] 5/14 12/22
too [1] 5/8
transcribed [1] 14/10
transplanted [1] 5/19
treat [1] 7/5

treated [1] 8/17
triennial [1] 10/20
true [1] 14/11
typewriting [1] 14/10

weren't [1] 7/18

what [3] 4/15 4/16 6/11
whatever [1] 7/4
when [3] 4/10 6/20
10/17

where [2] 7/6 8/21
WHEREOF [1] 14/17
WHEREUPON [1] 3/16
which [2] 4/7 13/2
While [1] 4/14

who [5] 3/18 4/3 6/9
6/16 9/5

whole [1] 7/11

why [1] 8/1

will [1] 9/6

Williams [2] 3/21 7/15
wonderful [1] 12/14
would [11] 3/14 3/19
3/21 4/15 5/1 5/16 7/3
7/19 8/4 10/21 12/18
writing [1] 14/9

Y

U

unceremoniously [1]
5/20

under [1] 7112
understand [2] 7/17
7/20

understanding [1] 7/12
unfinished [2] 11/19
11/21

up [7] 4/56/147/6 7/22
8/1 8/19 10/21

urge [1] 6/22

us [2] 3/20 10/22

use [1] 9/4

using [1] 4/12

V

very [4] 5/5 12/512/14
12/18

Veterans [3] 5/3 5/9
6/13

Vietnam [1] 5/6
visitors [2] 3/18 12/21
voice [1] 5/16
volunteer [1] 12/17

W

T

take [2] 7/1 8/19
takes [1] 7/4

term [1] 9/4
TESTIMONY [1] 14/17
than [3] 6/11 6/18 8/5
thank [7] 5/10 5/11 7/7
9/11 12/512/8 12/15
that [29]

walk [1] 4/20

wall [2] 5/4 8/22
want [1] 12/8
wanted [1] 5/15

was [22]

was hit [1] 4/8

way [5] 6/13 6/20 8/14
10/20 14/15

we [16]

we've [1] 6/11

wear [1] 5/7
welcome [3] 7/9 12/6
12/12

well [2] 9/5 9/5

were [3] 10/17 13/2
14/8

year [3] 10/12 10/16
11/4

years [2] 4/6 12/10
Yes [2] 3/20 9/11

you [13] 5/10 5/11 5/21
5/22 6/1 7/8 8/20 9/11
10/17 12/512/12 12/15
12/18

you're [3] 7/9 12/6
12/13

you've [2] 12/9 12/16
young [1] 6/7

your [6] 3/20 7/20 8/2
10/14 12/2 12/11
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