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1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Good evening. Welcome to
BEFOR;;:E é’?wﬁii; iiﬁﬁg?i;ii”“” 2 the May 19th, 2011 Downers Grove Park District Board
3 meeting. Roll call, please?
IN RE THE MATTER OF: )
) 4 MS. RANK: Miss Barr?
Meeting Minutes )
5 MS. BARR: Here.
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS MEETING .
May 19, 2011 6 MS. RANK: Mr. Cushing?
7:00 o'clock P.M.
7 MR. CUSHING: Here.
PROCEEDINGS HAD before the VILLAGE OF
8 MS. RANK: Mr. Gelwicks?
DOWNERS GROVE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS, taken at
9 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Here.
the Downers Grove Village Hall, 801 Burlington
o 10 MS. RANK: Miss Mahoney?
Avenue, Downers Grove, Illinois, before Marlane K.
Marshall, C.S.R., License #084-001134, a Notary 11 MS MAHONEY Here'
Public qualified and commissioned for the State of 12 MS RANK Mr- ROman?
T1linois. 13 MR. ROMAN: Here.
14 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Would all please rise for
15 the Pledge of Allegiance?
16 (Whereupon the Pledge of Allegiance
17 was recited.)
18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Madam Secretary, do you
19 have any communications to share with us this evening?
20 MS. BARR: Not today.
21 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody? Moving on, an
22 opportunity for visitors to address the board.
2 4
1 BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: ] o
2 MR. ROBERT J. GELWICKS, President 1 Would anybody like to speak at this time? Come on
3 MR. MATT CUSHING, Vice President 2 up to the podium.
4 MS. CATHERINE C. MAHONEY, Treasurer .
! 3 MAYOR TULLY: Thank you. Good evening,
5 MS. JANET BARR, Secretary Y g
6 MR. MARK ROMAN, Commissioner 4 Mr. President, Commissioners, Mr. Cermak. Good to
7 5 see you tonight. My name is Martin Tully, 4808 Cornell
8 PARK DISTRICT STAFF PRESENT:
9 MR. DAN A. CERMAK, Administrator 6 Avenue. I also happen to be the newly-elected mayor
10 MR. TODD REESE, Director of 7 of Downers Grove. I am here tonight to introduce
11 Parks 8 myself although many of you probably know me -- at
MS. SANDY PFUNDHELLER, Director of 9 least I hope you do -- and congratulate the new and
12 Recreation 10 returning members to the board. Congratulations.
13 MS. DEBORAH J. UTECHT, Director of 11 And we all on the village council look forward to
Administrative Services 12 working with you.
14 . . 13 In particular I am here to encourage that
MS. BRANDI BECKLEY, Public Information
15 Supervisor 14 whenever possible our taxing bodies at the policy
15 maker level -- because I know our staffs already work
16 MS. LEE ARNSMAN, Assistant Director .
) 16 together really well -- at the policy maker level
of Recreation
17 17 encourage us to work together and collaborate or at
18 MR. PAUL FYLE, Landscape Architect 18 least explore opportunities to do so whenever possible
MS. PAM RANK, Clerk 19 so as to more effectively and more efficiently serve
19 20 our mutual constituents. Obviously we're all very
2
22 21 pressed these days with the economic circumstances,
22 22 and the more we can work together to do more with less
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1 I would like to welcome those opportunities to work 1 Grove for 42 years, supported with my tax dollars

2 with you to do so. 2 the park district. And I don't come to the park

3 In particular one idea that I would like 3 district meetings very often. But I have been

4 to invite you to seriously consider is the concept 4 provoked by the conduct of this board under the

5 of engaging in a super retreat where the policy makers 5 directorship of the chairman, Bob Gelwicks.

6 of all the various taxing bodies in Downers Grove or 6 I am humiliated to see the Downers Grove

7 that serve Downers Grove were to gather together in 7 Reporter carrying all this. I picked up today's

8 one large retreat where we can actually inform one 8 Bugle: Park District Files Complaint in Tampering

9 another about mutual projects, challenges and most 9 Case. I am really quite perturbed that, Mr. Gelwicks,
10 importantly solutions. In the early part of the last 10 under your chairmanship you didn't have the good sense
11 decade we did something like that over at the cafe- 11 to handle this in a much more -- how would you call
12 torium of Downers Grove South. It was very successful, 12 it -- socially correct way and have provoked the
13 and everyone left the meeting with much more informa- 13 citizens of Downers Grove. I am not alone in how I
14 tion and ideas and potential ideas for innovation 14 feel. I think you have gone too far. You and Miss
15 than beforehand. So the date is to be determined, 15 Mahoney have been quoted as also an advocate of fines
16 but I am officially inviting you as I also have 16 and things like this. This is absurd. And if you
17 District 99, District 58, the library board, sanitary 17 can't correct it I would suggest that you and the
18 district, etc., etc., and hopefully we can put it 18 board put their heads together and promptly elect a
19 together at some point in time when it's mutually 19 new chair who can give better direction on human ideas,
20 convenient. 20 human faculties of this board. I am embarrassed to
21 In the meantime I am proud to say that 21 say I am a member of the Downers Grove Park District
22 Commissioner Becky Rheintgen will be the official 22 and pay my taxes to you under your leadership, sir.

6 8

1 village council liaison to this board. Commissioner 1 I think I made my point.

2 Rheintgen is here tonight and is already doing a 2 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Sir, I would be happy to

3 yeoman's task in her liaison role. So if you have 3 speak with you at any time with regards to the issues

4 any questions or issues or lines of communication at 4 you have. I would be very happy to talk to you.

5 a village council level, please feel free to contact 5 MR. WROBEL: Thank you, sir.

6 Commissioner Rheintgen. 6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody else? Okay. Moving

7 Of course feel free to contact me at any 7 on Dan, consent agenda.

8 pointin time. I am more than happy to speak to you 8 MR. CERMAK: Yes. You have the consent agenda

9 about any issues that affect our mutual constituents 9 in front of you this evening. It includes the approval
10 or just generally as I am enjoying the fine parks. 10 of the minutes of April 21st, both the regular and
11 And with that I appreciate you giving me the time to 11 executive session meetings; the treasurer's report;
12 speak with you tonight. I look forward to working 12 the payment of the bills in the amount of $1,011,429.06;
13 with you. 13 payout number one to Corporate Construction Services
14 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Thanks, Martin. We certainly |14 for McCollum Park infrastructure renovation work;
15 have had a good relationship with the village over the 15 payout number three to V3 Construction Group for Barth
16 last several years with the various projects that we 16 Pond shoreline pathway improvements; payout number six
17 have joined and partnered on. Look forward to 17 to Engineering Resource Associates for Barth Pond
18 continuing to do that. 18 shoreline engineering services; payout number three
19 MAYOR TULLY: Thank you. 19 and 23 to Engineering Resource Associates, Incorporated
20 MR. BILL WROBEL: Good evening, Commissioners. 20 for Lyman Woods streambank work in regard to stabili-
21 My name is Bill Wrobel. I live at 7800 Queens Court 21 zation Project Area II Phase III and Project Area
22 in Downers Grove. I have been a resident of Downers 22 1II Phase III also; payout number six to Camosy Con-
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1 struction for work at the Fishel Park band shell; 1 MS. RANK: Miss Barr?

2 Ehlke Lonigro Associates Fishel Park band shell design 2 MS. BARR: Aye.

3 additional services request; and lastly a housekeeping 3 MS. RANK: Mr. Roman?

4 item in regard to the end of this fiscal year with 4 MR. ROMAN: Aye.

5 budget transfers. 5 MS. RANK: Mr. Cushing?

6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Can I have a motion, 6 MR. CUSHING: Aye.

7 please? 7 MS. RANK: Mr. Gelwicks?

8 MS. MAHONEY: I will move to accept the consent 8 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Aye.

9 agenda as presented including the payment of the bills 9 MS. RANK: Miss Mahoney?
10 of $1,011,429.06. 10 MS. MAHONEY: Aye.
11 MR. CUSHING: Second. 11 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Motion is approved.
12 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Roll call, please? 12 MR. CERMAK: Thank you. Moving along to the
13 MS. RANK: Miss Mahoney? 13 second item on the active agenda we have a request
14 MS. MAHONEY: Aye. 14 from staff regarding the scheduling of a special
15 MS. RANK: Mr. Cushing? 15 meeting. We talked about this at the last board
16 MR. CUSHING: Aye. 16 meeting. We had requested at that time that the
17 MS. RANK: Miss Barr? 17 board consider and bring their calendars tonight an
18 MS. BARR: Aye. 18 option for a special meeting in order to approve the
19 MS. RANK: Mr. Gelwicks? 19 McCollum Park renovation bids. The bids will be --
20 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Aye. 20 The bids were actually let yesterday. So they're
21 MS. RANK: Mr. Roman? 21 out on the street. They are due back to us on June
22 MR. ROMAN: Aye. 22 the 22nd.

10 12

1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Motion is approved. 1 I have talked to several of you in the

2 MR. CERMAK: Thanks very much. As you can see 2 meantime, and I know we might be out of luck until

3 we have been quite busy. 3 at least July the 9th. That prompted a phone call

4 Moving along to the active agenda the first 4 this morning from me to the construction manager ask-

5 item this evening is request for approval of the 5 ing him is it worth saving ten days to hold a special

6 SEASPAR budget for fiscal year '11-'12. And I believe 6 meeting. He was really ambivalent on it. He did not

7 the former SEASPAR representative who was at their 7 think it would save us a great amount of time.

8 budget meeting when the budget was approved, Commis- 8 However, if the board would still like to proceed

9 sioner Barr, will review that with you. 9 with scheduling this special meeting we can look at
10 MS. BARR: Yes. The budget for SEASPAR has 10 any time. I believe Commissioner Mahoney is out of
11 remained basically unchanged since last year. Itis 11 town July 9th. We can look at any time after that
12 $370,455. And SEASPAR has done a good job. You have |12 if you would like to. The next meeting after that
13 in front of you their proposed operating budget and 13 July 9th date would be the regularly-scheduled meeting
14 expenditures. Does anyone have any questions I can 14 on July the 21st.
15 answer? 15 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: What is your preference?
16 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody? 16 MR. CERMAK: Todd, do you have a preference?
17 MS. BARR: Then I will move that we approve the 17 The CM is ambivalent.
18 SEASPAR budget for fiscal 2011-2012 in the amount of 18 MR. REESE: I think their point was that they
19 $370,455. 19 can get rolling any time. From staff's standpoint I
20 MR. ROMAN: Second. 20 think that we believe that ten days does or could make
21 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Any discussion? Roll call, 21 a difference. We'd hate to lose ten days to good
22 please? 22 weather. So if we can that's great but not at any
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1 great inconvenience to the board. 1 a couple of days of light rain. We lost a day this

2 MS. MAHONEY: What else is on that July agenda? 2 week, but we're still on schedule for a June 21st

3 MR. CERMAK: I believe the only thing on that 3 inaugural concert at the new band shell. If you

4 agenda is naming of the Fishel Park band shell. I 4 have been out there you have seen that they're about

5 think we're okay with the 21st. 5 90% complete with the limestone veneer. They're

6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Okay. 6 working on the metal studs under the main pavilion

7 MR. CERMAK: I don't think we'll have a problem. 7 roof. They're working on framing out the crowns or

8 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Okay. We'll just leave it 8 the tops of the different towers. And we're just

9 asitis. 9 extremely pleased with how it fits on the site.
10 MR. CERMAK: Right. 10 Again that's a June 21st inaugural concert. And we
11 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: And if you need something |11 do have attached to our board reports some progress
12 we can always two days ahead of time -- 12 photos. If you have any questions we'll be happy to
13 MR. CERMAK: If something changes I will call 13 answer those.
14 you. 14 On McCollum Park renovation you heard Dan
15 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: -- we can put something 15 mention tonight that we have put the project out on
16 else in place. 16 the street to bid, and we're looking for those to
17 MR. CERMAK: I appreciate that. Thank you. 17 come back in, Paul, I think June twenty -- we'll
18 Moving along the next report is the director 18 have recommendations, bids on June 9th and recommen-
19 of parks, Mr. Reese, with the Parks report. 19 dations to our staff on the 22nd.
20 MR. REESE: Thank you, Dan. Good evening, 20 With respect to park maintenance operations
21 Commissioners. We'll keep our report brief this 21 the department's largest area of resource allocation
22 evening. We wanted to note a couple of attachments. 22 over the past thirty days has primarily been the

14 16

1 Attached to our monthly board report there 1 opening of facilities. So that's our general spring

2 is a Fishel Park restroom schedule memo. And we'd be 2 clean-up, litter removal, athletic field preparation,

3 happy to answer any questions with regard to that. 3 flower bed preparation, etc., specifically inspections

4 In terms of major projects the Patriots 4 of buildings, play areas, soccer fields. The rest-

5 Park/Barth Pond shoreline improvements are progressing 5 rooms again are open, we have opened the concession

6 very well. We have been out on the site. Paul and I 6 stands at Doerhoefer and Memorial Parks, drinking

7 were out today. In fact, we met with a resident in the 7 fountains and irrigation systems are all activated,

8 last couple of days. Contractors are making great 8 refuse collection is continuing, play equipment

9 progress. All the steel seawall is out. The stone 9 repairs at Memorial, wind screens up at Doerhoefer
10 edge is in and completed. They have stoned the path 10 and McCollum, the Washington Park fountain has been
11 around the south shoreline. They're up on the north 11 turned back on for the season.
12 side now just about down to the east side. And there 12 On the golf maintenance operations side of
13 they have already started excavating for the two 13 things we have completed our deep tine aerification
14 stairways and carriage walk along the parking areas. 14 on the number 6 white tee. We have commenced
15 So we have been pretty fortunate with the weather, 15 aerification in some of our historical wear areas,
16 especially with respect to rain. The levels have 16 application of crabgrass pre-emergents, seeding of
17 stayed down in the pond which has made it easier for 17 areas affected by crabgrass and rough damage last
18 the contractor. We're looking forward to having that 18 season, fertilization of all greens and tees and tree
19 reopened to the public in mid-June. Right now we 19 plantings throughout the course.
20 think that's June 15th. 20 And with that I have got one final note.
21 With respect to the Fishel Park band shell 21 We wanted to acknowledge just recently in the last
22 construction again it's going very well. We did have 22 week our park maintenance staff has lost a long-time
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17 19
1 employee, Len Fisher. He was our park foreman with 1 Diane Meisner was recognized by the museum for her
2 us for 36 years. Accomplished a lot of great things 2 work on the Downers Grove Reporter phone project and
3 while he was here. And we wish Len and his family 3 her efforts to fulfill public research requests.
4 all the best in the years to come. And with that 4 Last Sunday the annual gym shoe recycling
5 we'd be happy to answer any questions. 5 program concluded which was at our facilities. We
6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Questions, anybody? I 6 had a total of 700 shoes collected, and those will be
7 have a question. And I haven't looked recently. 7 forwarded to SCARCE and they are used to be recycled
8 The flagpole at Cumnor, it was peeling paint or 8 for item such as new sport surfaces, playgrounds,
9 something to that effect. Can you talk to that? 9 sports equipment.
10 MR. REESE: Sure can. As you know we had two 10 And then this Saturday the annual kids
11 outstanding issues. We had some flag hardware that 11 flea market takes place at Hummer Park with kids and
12 was not working properly so the flag wasn't flying 12 their parents selling used toys and sports equipment
13 as well as it should. That took some time but it's 13 and getting all their money ready for their summer
14 finally been resolved. So that's the good news. 14 activities.
15 The peeling paint is something that 15 The annual pool pass exchange with neighbor-
16 surfaced relatively early or early in the year this 16 ing park districts is underway with almost 450
17 vyear. They came back last fall, there was some minor 17 residents taking advantage of the resident rate passes.
18 peeling. They touched it up, but they had a lot 18 That's the Lombard Paradise Bay Water Park, Cypress
19 more over the winter. We're working with T-Mobile 19 Cove Aquatic Park in Woodridge and Butterfield
20 and our attorneys to get it corrected as soon as 20 Agquatic Center.
21 possible. 21 Summer adult softball leagues began.
22 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: This year? 22 Despite the weather we have 79 teams with more than
18 20
1 MR. REESE: Absolutely. 1 1100 players.
2 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Okay. 2 And we also have our youth soccer continuing
3 MR. REESE: There's been a lot of correspondence 3 on through mid-June with 760 players which is an
4 back and forth between the two attorneys. It's never 4 increase of over a hundred from last year.
5 been closed out, the project. It's been about 5 Finally I distributed a memo to everyone
6 eighteen months. Thank you. 6 earlier tonight regarding the band shell grand opening
7 MR. CERMAK: Next up we have the Recreation 7 festivities. I just want to quickly review that to
8 report. Director Pfundheller. 8 have a vision of what we're planning to do. It's on
9 MS. PFUNDHELLER: Thanks, Dan. Good evening. 9 Tuesday, June 21st. It's the first concert of the
10 The annual volunteer appreciation event took place 10 season. We'll have WLS radio on site. They will
11 at the golf club on April 27th with about 60 guests 11 be doing some oldies music before we start the
12 in attendance. In 2010 the district benefitted from 12 ceremony. We have a couple vendors on site selling
13 the time and efforts of 681 active volunteers that 13 food. We have a welcome speech by our park board
14 provided more than 12,000 volunteer hours in the 14 president, and we have ribbon cutting with ceremonial
15 areas of parks, recreation, museum and natural areas. 15 scissors and our marketing table out there with some
16 This is valued at over $106,000. 16 giveaways for the kids. And then we'll have the
17 Special recognition was given to Gordon 17 performance by the band which is about 90 minutes.
18 Goodman and Charley Smart in appreciation of their 18 And we have detailed some marketing initiatives
19 work to restore the 1846 Blodgett House in cooperation |19 we'll do prior to that. So if you have any questions
20 with the district. Gina Leo, a high school student 20 on that or anything else, I would be happy to answer
21 from Downers Grove North, was recognized for over 21 them.
22 108 hours of volunteer time with natural areas, and 22 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody?
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1 MS. BARR: Sandy, would we see inviting the 1 Ebersold Park at 10:00 o'clock. It's their annual

2 legion or one of the veterans groups? 2 Walk and Rollathon. The next activity that they

3 MS. PFUNDHELLER: We have all the local 3 have is they're going to have a Summer Kickoff at

4 community organizations, local state representatives, 4 10:00 o'clock at Ty Warner Park in Westmont. And

5 schools, library. 5 then -- And that's going to be on June the 12th.

6 MS. BARR: I wonder if we need something more 6 And the last one is they're going to have a golf

7 special to the veterans. 7 outing on July the 22nd. And for that one they were

8 MS. PFUNDHELLER: I think the thought was that 8 asking specifically in the meeting for foursomes.

9 might be in July, if everything goes through with 9 They need more foursomes to sign up for that.
10 the proposed naming that there might be something in 10 MS. BARR: I was really hoping maybe we could
11 July that was done. 11 get a Downers Grove board foursome this year. If
12 MS. BARR: Okay. So that would be later. Okay. 12 you would look on your calendars. Dan?
13 MR. CERMAK: I think the speech will probably 13 MR. CERMAK: We typically have one. I think
14 mention that there is a proposal to name it Veterans 14 last year we didn't have enough.
15 Memorial Pavilion, but that wouldn't really happen 15 MS. BARR: That's two there hasn't been. People
16 until at least that July meeting. 16 have said not this year but next year. So this is
17 MS. BARR: Okay. 17 the year.
18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody else? Thanks. 18 MR. CERMAK: We always ask the commissioners if
19 Sounds good. 19 they would like to participate. If they don't we
20 MR. CERMAK: Moving along I believe the SEASPAR |20 force the staff to participate.
21 report would be next. I don't know if -- We're 21 MS. BARR: Okay.
22 between meetings. 22 MR. ROMAN: And then there were two actual issues

22 24

1 MR. ROMAN: No, unless you have something you 1 that were brought up at the board meeting that I

2 would like to bring up I will go ahead with it. 2 thought were interesting to bring up. The first is

3 I just wanted to bring up for the first 3 that SEASPAR is going to be going out and trying to

4 thing both Janet and I attended the Believe and 4 get a long-range plan together as it's been ten years

5 Achieve banquet, she as the board representative and 5 since they actually produced a long-range plan. And

6 me as a family member to a participant. And I just 6 they're hoping to be able to survey participants,

7 wanted to say what a wonderful opportunity it is to 7 staff, other stakeholders and non participants. And

8 go to those. It is so nice to actually see all of 8 they're hoping to have something in the works by

9 the people involved in SEASPAR. You really don't 9 fall.
10 get to see all the people pull together very often, 10 And then the other issue that they brought
11 and it's really nice to see all the people that 11 up was that they had actually had two local area park
12 SEASPAR touches in one way or another whether it's 12 districts not in SEASPAR approach them about the
13 via the participants or whether it's the volunteers 13 possibility of joining SEASPAR. And so that brought
14 or the staff. And it's also nice to see the inter- 14 up an issue of what are the requirements to join
15 action that we get between the staff members and the 15 SEASPAR. And from what I understand Brookfield was
16 participants. It's really a nice thing to see. So 16 the last park district to join. And they came up with
17 1 think congratulations are in order to that group 17 quite a list of requirements and things that they
18 for the nice banquet they put on. 18 wanted to look at. And so they were going to go and
19 I would like to bring up there are a few 19 move forward with trying to put all that information
20 events coming up for SEASPAR that I would like to 20 together and put out a document that could be reviewed
21 bring up. The first is actually going to be held on 21 by the park district to basically see what we wanted
22 May 22nd which is this Sunday. It's going to be at 22 to do in terms of being able to add new members or
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1 what was needed in terms of information. Any 1 way: Rather than starting out not opening it to the
2 questions? 2 public start opening it and then just see if there's
3 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody? We certainly have | 3 problems.
4 Dbeen strong supporters. And we pay our fair share 4 MR. CERMAK: Just one clarification on that.
5 of the budget. 5 There will be no portable restrooms at Fishel this
6 MS. BARR: Yes, we do. 6 vyear.
7 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: And so if they're able to 7 MS. BARR: Okay.
8 extend it to more families, I think that's good news. 8 MR. CERMAK: Those were only placed there for the
9 MR. ROMAN: I think they had some issues in 9 concerts and special events.
10 terms of they wanted to make sure people who were 10 MS. BARR: Okay. So they're not there.
11 coming in were willing to pay their fair share and 1 MR. CERMAK: Last year they stayed there because
12 that they weren't trying to take advantage of those 12 you can't bring them in and bring them out every week.
13 of us that do, I guess. 13 But this year since we have permanent facilities for
14 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Correct. Okay. I have 14 the concerts and special events there will be no
15 nothing from a plan commission standpoint. 15 portable ones.
16 We have unfinished business. Anybody have 16 MS. MAHONEY: Todd, how do the washrooms at
17 any unfinished business? Anybody? 17 Hummer Park work?
18 New business. Anybody have new business? 18 MR. REESE: They're open twenty-four seven. And
19 Todd, in your memo tonight the Fishel Park restroom, 19 we open all of our restrooms sometime before May 1st.
20 do you want concurrence from us on how to move forward |20 We try to get them open by late April, certainly
21 with that? 21 early May, and we close them down just before
22 MR. REESE: Staff had a recommendation that for 22 Halloween. So pretty much all the way through October.
26 28
1 now based on some of the factors and costs we 1 And we start shutting it down because use is down A,
2 presented to you that we open the restrooms there 2 and B, because they are not heated restrooms so the
3 only on concert nights, special events or permitted 3 pipes have to be drained down. They're open twenty-
4 events. And again the memo includes the costs 4 four seven. They never get locked.
5 associated with maintaining the restrooms. And we 5 We did state in our memo again because of
6 thought we'd like to try that from the start and see 6 the downtown location it's a little bit different.
7 what happens. It's a downtown park so it's a little 7 There's always, I think, a safety and security concern.
8 bit different than some of the parks where we have 8 Hummer Park is a park that does -- Actually those
9 permanent restrooms and there are athletic fields, 9 restrooms do see a lot of vandalism, and we believe
10 etc. So it's a different location for us. 10 it's the proximity to the downtown area. And so
1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody? Any comments? 11 again here Fishel Park is literally a block off Main
12 MS. BARR: I would kind of like to try opening 12 Street, and we do have some concerns there that we
13 the restrooms to the public for a while. We have 13 wouldn't have in other locations.
14 spent a lot of money, and it seems a shame to just 14 MS. MAHONEY: That was sort of my line of think-
15 have them open four hours a week or so that we have 15 ing. I know there are problems at Hummer Park. Not
16 an event going on in Fishel Park. It seems like it 16 only vandalism but there's some people who make the
17 would allow us not to have portable toilets at 17 guests at the park rather uncomfortable who are
18 Fishel Park, and it would -- I think visitors to 18 around that facility, the bathrooms.
19 the town would appreciate having an open restroom. 19 MR. REESE: We have worked with the police over
20 I would like to try it and see. And if we found a 20 the recent years dealing with people that are
21 pattern of problems then we would definitely have 21 displaced, homeless people. And Hummer Park has been
22 to address it. I would sort of like to go the other 22 a problem area. The train station in some cases has

7 of 54 sheets

Page 25 to 28 of 137

06/03/2011 08:17:06 AM



29 31

1 become a problem area. And I think we're -- again 1 startled. They walk around the corner and there's

2 we don't want to say it's going to be a problem, but 2 somebody and they're startled. And that concerns

3 we'd like to anticipate that it could be and we need 3 them especially in parks where we have playgrounds

4 to be able to react to that. 4 and so forth. So we have worked with the police

5 MS. MAHONEY: With different activities from 5 department. They have responded in all cases. But

6 the Downtown Management Corporation, if they -- while 6 it's there and we know it's there, and we're trying

7 maybe not renting the band shell for one of their 7 to deal with it the best we can. They actually --

8 activities, if they requested to have the washrooms 8 People know our cleaning routines. So they're

9 open would that be something we could work out? 9 literally packing up and leaving as we're arriving
10 MR. CERMAK: Yes. 10 in the morning at 7:00 o'clock.
1 MS. MAHONEY: Because I think that's some of 1 MR. ROMAN: Is there an issue with opening and
12 the -- I would like to have the band shell be part 12 closing those bathrooms every day in terms of staff
13 of a lot of the things that go on downtown. And 13 time?
14 whether inherently there's something actually going 14 MR. REESE: There would be a cost. We don't have
15 on there or not I think the washroom would be of use 15 people in the district at 11:00 o'clock at night to
16 to the folks using the downtown area. 16 go around and close all the restrooms. And, you know,
17 MR. REESE: Sure. 17 our parks are open dawn until dusk. And our staff
18 MR. CERMAK: I think that is the plan. Itis 18 isn't there again to reopen until 7:00, and we have
19 kind of hidden in the memo, but we fully anticipate 19 many park users who are in the parks at 5:30, 6:00
20 to work with the downtown group. 20 o'clock in the morning walking, jogging, etc. So
21 MS. MAHONEY: That would be my idea. Like the 21 they have learned that the restrooms are open, they're
22 Friday night art shows and things like that, yeah. 22 there for their convenience. So we really have two

30 32

1 Okay. 1 issues. One is locking them down at night and then

2 I at this point would support staff's 2 opening them up in the morning again. I think the

3 recommendation and see how it goes. I would 3 second is a little bit easier to do. Either we just

4 rather -- Because of the problems at Hummer Park I 4 open at 7:00 or I am certainly willing to consider

5 would like to not have that be our initial happenings, 5 having someone come in and start early to get them

6 you know, at Fishel Park as soon as it opens. 1 6 open in the summer. But the nighttime is a problem

7 think it will attract people. 7 for us.

8 MR. ROMAN: Can you talk to how much vandalism 8 MR. CERMAK: We have done it both ways throughout

9 is actually going on at Hummer Park and kind of the 9 my years here. The reason we don't lock them down
10 cost involved in it and what you are seeing? 10 now is because the labor to get people out, to lock
1 MR. REESE: Sure. I don't have exact figures, 11 and open would be more expensive than the labor we
12 but I can tell you probably on a once-every-two-week 12 spend to clean up. The labor factor I think on the
13 basis we get a call from staff that people are coming 13 Fishel one is -- I don't have the numbers in front
14 out -- as they're coming in people are coming out. 14 of me. Todd?
15 They have obviously stayed in the restrooms all night. 15 MR. REESE: About $25 a day I think is the
16 They use the sinks to shower in. They totally tear 16 normal service.
17 apart the restrooms, and it takes us hours to clean 17 MR. CERMAK: 1It's very expensive to send staff
18 them back up. I know last year too we also reported 18 over to clean each site and get them in shape every
19 and worked with the police on a couple of issues where 19 day.
20 during the daytime other park users have gone to use 20 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: So what's your preference,
21 the restrooms and it's not that they perceive there 21 Mark?
22 to be a physical threat more than that they're just 22 MR. ROMAN: You know, I don't know if leaving
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1 them open twenty-four seven is really a good idea 1 I don't know how realistic it is. Any thoughts about
2 especially given that it's kind of in a hidden area 2 putting a card ID on the restroom facility and have
3 downtown there. But given the fact that you're kind 3 a play pass card? And if you have a play pass card
4 of -- The library opens at a certain time. And so 4 because you are a Downers Grove resident and you use
5 there's a facility there for people before the library 5 the play pass card you have a card swipe that allows
6 opens. It would be nice though to have someplace that 6 you to use it at any hour beyond the normal times.
7 people could use in the downtown area. So I was more 7 MR. CERMAK: We have talked about that from time
8 thinking of that. I think the library stays open 8 totime. I don't think we have done any current
9 late enough at night. I am not sure that that's as 9 research on that. But it is certainly something we
10 much of an issue to me especially considering what 10 could look into for not only this facility but perhaps
11 would be involved in getting the staff to go out at 11 all of our permanent facilities.
12 something like you said 10:00 or 11:00 o'clock at 12 MR. REESE: We have not done any recent but only
13 night. I think that gets to be a little bit much. 13 enough that we have thrown conduits in the wall to
14 So I was thinking more along the lines of in the 14 get from point A to point B if that option presents
15 morning of just being able to have something open. 15 itself.
16 Now, how early that ends up being and how early we 16 MR. CERMAK: We think it's probably coming in the
17 could actually send staff out and what the cost would 17 future. We are not sure where we're at with technology
18 be, I mean I think that's something we have to weigh 18 to make it happen today, but certainly at Fishel
19 intoit. 19 Park it was easy to at least prepare something for
20 MR. CUSHING: I would support staff's recom- 20 the future. Whether or not we use it is a different
21 mendation as long as we can work with the downtown 21 story, but certainly it would be there. Certainly
22 groups if there are special events, the car shows, 22 doing it now as opposed to three years from now when
34 36
1 things like that where we can get them opened up. I 1 we have the technology or the system in place would
2 think that serves the purpose of, you know, what we 2 almost be impossible without tearing a couple walls.
3 put them there for. So I would support what you guys 3 So we did put the conduit in.
4 are asking for as long as we can -- You know, if 4 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Good.
5 there are events that may not be park district related 5 MR. REESE: Okay?
6 we can work with the village and with other groups to 6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: So, Janet, where do you
7 make them available, I am for that. 7 want to go with this? Do you want it to be open all
8 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Well, I think the one 8 day?
9 topic that we should address at least surrounding 9 MS. BARR: Yeah, I think it would be nice to
10 this issue is are the restrooms there for the use of 10 have them available more often than just special
11 the people who use the park and the convenience of 11 events. But I like the idea of having it open for
12 them, or is it there for the general public as a 12 village events. But I just thought people ride
13 restroom. And I always thought the reason they were 13 their bike up to the park and want to play on the
14 put in there was for the use of our park visitors 14 swings for a while or play in the park. And as long
15 and people that are primarily there to utilize our 15 as those bathrooms are there it would be nice for them
16 facilities. We have never had any discussion I don't 16 to be able to use it rather than having to go over
17 think about being just basically a provider of rest- 17 to the library.
18 rooms for the general public. Any thoughts on that? 18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: I don't think we budgeted
19 MR. ROMAN: I guess I make the observation 19 to open and close them.
20 though that parks are open from dusk to dawn. So I 20 MR. REESE: The thinking at the time when we
21 mean how do you facilitate that? 21 started the design process is that they would be just
22 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Well, I like that idea but 22 open for concerts and special events. So that's the
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1 way we proceeded. And you are correct, the annual 1 us.
2 cost as we looked at it -- we gave you a couple of 2 MR. CERMAK: The highest use of that park is
3 scenarios -- was anywhere from $4500 a year to 3 really the special events and the concerts and then
4 $9,000 a year to service those restrooms depending 4 the Congregational Church preschool uses the play-
5 on whether it was a 100-day season, 180-day season, 5 ground. But those kids are in preschool. So they
6 whether it was once-a-day service or twice. I think 6 really don't have any other uses other than that.
7 again because it was a downtown location and we had 7 Occasionally you will get some of the downtown people
8 evening concerts it requires more than a once-a-day 8 at lunch at the park, and then you get the commuters
9 service. So those costs are included in the report 9 that are walking through. Generally on a day-to-day
10 for your consideration. 10 basis the highest use of that park is the playground
1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Well, I think I support the 11 by the Congregational Church preschool. Other than
12 staff's recommendation. However, should the community |12 that it's just people running to and from the train
13 create a demand that's different from that, I certainly 13 and the occasional downtown lunchers.
14 think that the board would be receptive to changing 14 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: So we have no consensus of
15 the way it uses this. 15 100%, but staff recommendation you should proceed
16 MR. REESE: Okay. 16 with at this point.
17 MR. ROMAN: I think I am going to go the 17 MR. REESE: Thank you.
18 opposite way. Given that you can't really do it on 18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Thank you. Dan, you gave
19 a lock up, unlock basis, I think I would rather try 19 us a memo this evening with regards to some vandalism
20 to go the twenty-four seven basis for a while and 20 that occurred. Could you talk to that?
21 see what happens. 21 MR. CERMAK: Yes. I don't have it in front of
22 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: But if you go back to the 22 me, but we did get an e-mail from a resident this
38 40
1 original study of the Fishel Park band shell and the 1 morning when I got to the office early, and he
2 community input that we received about what the band 2 informed us that the Washington Park portapotty on
3 shell should look like, one of the big concerns was 3 the south lobe had been burned to the ground. We sent
4 that it was going to be a shelter for people at all 4 our staff out to take a look, contacted the police,
5 hours. And there was a lot of concern from the 5 started our clean-up process and learned more through-
6 community that we not -- Part of the reason why we 6 out the day as time went on.
7 opened up the band shell the way we did was so we 7 I asked Todd to do a memo before tonight's
8 wouldn't have a place for people to hide in. We 8 meeting, and I will try to recite from that memo
9 received lots of comments about that from the 9 because I don't have it in front of me. I think the
10 community. And so the whole design was centered 10 incident occurred sometime between 3:30 and 4:00
11 around those thoughts and based on those comments. 11 A.M. last night or early this last morning. I believe
12 And I think if we open up the restrooms twenty-four 12 the fire and police departments both responded to it.
13 hours a day then we're going back the other way 13 The portable unit was burned totally to the ground
14 basically supporting that environment where we're 14 as was the screening. There was a cost estimate in
15 creating a shelter for somebody, and that was a big 15 there of approximately $7800 as far as damage. And
16 concern. 16 that was damage to the new portapotty surround which
17 MS. BARR: It might be we're just pushing people 17 was a custom iron fence as well as the concrete which
18 from Hummer to -- It might -- There's a finite 18 has spalled and will have to be replaced and, of
19 number of homeless people in Downers Grove. So we're 19 course, the total screening has also been totally
20 just switching them from Hummer to Fishel. So maybe 20 burned. So it's a complete loss on that end.
21 there is no increased homeless as a result of the 21 We are going to -- We do have it screened
22 extra bathrooms. I am not positive that that helps 22 currently with some screening. We have one of our
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1 other park service locations. We are going to put 1 that in taking care of the property.

2 the portable unit back in. I believe it's scheduled 2 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Okay.

3 for tomorrow. We do plan also to offer a $5,000 3 MS. BARR: Dan, do we have any insurance that

4 reward. Thatis in our ordinance manual, a 4 would cover it?

5 previously-approved policy. It allows us for any 5 MR. CERMAK: I am sure we'll put in a claim.

6 damages over $2500 to offer a $5,000 reward or 6 MS. BARR: Okay. And so hopefully will they

7 something thereto depending on the information that 7 cover the whole amount?

8 we get. We will inform the police of that. Have 8 MR. CERMAK: No. Idon't know. I would have

9 the policy been informed of that yet, Todd? 9 to ask my insurance people. Deb, do you know? She's
10 MR. REESE: No. 10 my insurance person.
1 MR. CERMAK: They will be informed of it tomorrow. |11 MS. UTECHT: There is a deductible of like
12 We still have details to work out. All of this 12 $1,000.
13 occurred on the south lobe of the park as opposed to 13 MS. BARR: Okay.
14 the north lobe of the park. I think I covered most 14 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anything else?
15 ofit. 15 MS. MAHONEY: However, we pay premiums for
16 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Fine. I think the other 16 insurance. This costs the taxpayers money, and
17 point to be made is that that particular site has had 17 vandalism and damage to property is not acceptable
18 a portapotty for many, many years. 18 atall.
19 MR. CERMAK: I am using my memory. Twenty to 19 MS. BARR: No, it is not.
20 twenty-five years. 20 MR. ROMAN: I agree too. It is not acceptable.
21 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: So this isn't something 21 MS. BARR: No one says it's acceptable.
22 new from that standpoint. It just wasn't there last 22 MS. MAHONEY: Well, there has been some

42 44

1 year while the construction was going on. 1 commentary that it is. So I am just making my

2 MR. CERMAK: I don't know that they had a 2 position that much clearer.

3 construction unit on that site. They had one on the 3 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: We need to make a couple

4 north side. 4 comments with regards to the gentleman's comments at

5 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: So there wasn't one on that | 5 the opening of the session here. And I don't want

6 site for the past year or so since the construction 6 to defend anything; I just want to make a couple

7 began? 7 comments.

8 MR. CERMAK: Right. 8 There have been several articles in the

9 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Prior to that there was. 9 media recently that have had a negative view of many
10 MR. CERMAK: Yes. 10 things going on. To the extent that people have
1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Okay. That's very 11 opinions they're allowed to have their opinions. And
12 disturbing. Anybody have any thoughts or comments 12 I have no problem with that and I have no problem
13 on that? I think -- Go ahead. 13 with somebody differing with my opinion despite what
14 MS. MAHONEY: I do. I think this is an illus- 14 some people have said.
15 tration of what this board's position is on damaging 15 I have a 16-year-old daughter who sat in
16 public property related to the parks. $7800 obviously 16 this audience a little while ago. And the following
17 was not budgeted, and this will take away from some- 17 week there was an article in the paper, and she came
18 thing else that we cannot offer. So this board has 18 up to me and she said dad, this article -- none of
19 demonstrated that it does take this seriously. And 19 what's written in this article happened at the
20 any time that we can catch whoever does acts in our 20 meeting. You have to be there. And not necessarily
21 park that damages property, we will enforce that. And 21 like you are this evening -- Those of you here, don't
22 1 believe that the majority of the residents appreciate 22 take for granted that what's written in the media is
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1 100% accurate. And I just say that. We have 1 an issue with me that you are a member of Friends of
2 verbatim meeting minutes of every one of our meetings 2 the Park or any other organization. That's not a
3 that are available on line. And I just urge people 3 board issue in my opinion, okay, just to clear the
4 to take a look at them and read them before they make 4 air on that.
5 specific statements and accusations about anything. 5 With regards to being chairman or president
6 Now, ethics are something that I brought up 6 of this board, I am more than happy to step down if
7 at the last meeting, and I take it very seriously. 7 this board does not want me to be here. Okay? I think
8 I take it very seriously which is why I brought it 8 you all recognize that I have one job as the president
9 up. We operate under the Open Meetings Act. And as 9 and that's to run this meeting. Other than that
10 such I do not have conversations about topics with 10 we're all equal. And my job here is to try and keep
11 other board members other than at this forum. So to 11 the meeting running in a professional and organized
12 bring up something that might be controversial that 12 way. And if you are not happy with that or whatever,
13 maybe nobody else agrees with, I can't do it unless 13 I am more than willing to step down and let anybody
14 1 doitin front of this group. And so, therefore, 14 else take this over.
15 to assume based on what's brought up that -- and 15 MS. MAHONEY: I would like to point out last
16 what you read about it, okay, to insinuate something 16 meeting we elected new officers. And at the time
17 is not always 100% accurate. And I'll just leave it 17 that we did there was no -- officers were elected
18 with that. 18 unanimously on this board. There was no disagreement
19 MR. ROMAN: Can I agree with you that a lot of 19 and there was no -- very little discussion. So I
20 what happens and what is put in the newspaper is not 20 don't have a problem at all. We have talked about
21 100% accurate? 21 this and we've moved on and we're here today.
22 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody who has been in the |22 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anything else?
46 48
1 public eye and has sat on this side of the table 1 MR. CUSHING: No. I agree. I mean you talk
2 recognizes that. And it's a part of the abuse that 2 about what your leadership is. It's running these
3 you have to put up with if you are going to volunteer 3 meetings, running this board in as objective as
4 for a position like this. And that's just the nature 4 possible a way. And as long as I have been here I
5 of the beast. I understand that. So I accept any 5 have not seen any instance where it's been anything
6 criticism, and I am more than happy to have a conver- 6 but that. I think we all bring different experiences
7 sation with any member of the community on a 7 to the table. I think that those experiences shape
8 one-on-one basis to understand your side of it if you 8 us and that's why you out there elected us, because
9 will recognize and understand the other side as well. 9 we're all different. We all bring something else,
10 But back to the ethics thing, there was a 10 something different to the table.
11 couple of things that were said and I want to clear 1 So again I would like to reiterate there
12 things. Janet, there were statements that have been 12 are two sides to every story, there are two sides to
13 said that you being a member of Friends of the Park 13 every argument. And as somebody who is sitting up
14 is a conflict of interest. I do not believe that to 14 here in a volunteer position as well as been involved
15 be the case. I believe that anybody can be a member 15 in athletics up to the professional level, I would
16 of anything. And the fact that you are or have been 16 like to reiterate the comment about the media. Don't
17 or anybody is a member of anything, that's your 17 take it word for word what's been said because -- Go
18 business. 18 look at the minutes, come to the meetings. You can't
19 My concern and my question had to do with 19 take what is said in the media as exactly what went on.
20 being an officer of an organization at that point in 20 And I can't stress that point enough. Again as
21 time, and that's what I was questioning. But I have 21 somebody who's been the beneficiary and victim of
22 no problem, no problem, okay, no problem, it is not 22 media stories through my entire life, I just want to
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1 reiterate that. 1 project is currently under budget.
2 But to go back to my original point is I 2 MS. BARR: No, I think what Frank might be
3 have been impressed with the professionalism and 3 referring to is when we went out to the community with
4 objectivity that Bob has led the board with. SoI 4 the drawings we put prices on things. And I don't
5 say again and again we elected the positions 5 remember that it was $400,000. My recollection was
6 unanimously. 6 $600,000. Butthat was my -- I was shocked when it
7 MR. ROMAN: And I would like to say that too. 7 went up from $600,000 all the way up to 1.5 million.
8 In all the meetings that I have come to it's always 8 MR. CERMAK: I think maybe when you had embryonic
9 been professionally run, and I think you do a very 9 concepts -- there probably were five or six of those --
10 good job. 10 they all had different price tags on them. I don't
1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Thank you. 11 recall what those were. But after those concepts were
12 MS. BARR: I agree, Bob. I think you do a 12 developed and we developed actual cost estimates, the
13 great job. And I don't think any one of us would do 13 budgeted number for last year's fiscal year was 1.5
14 a better job. I am happy to have you up there. 14 million.
15 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Well, you do understand my 15 MS. BARR: Right. But it was huge. And Frank's
16 position. If you don't want me here I am more than 16 right, it went up from around $600,000.
17 happy. Okay? 17 MS. MAHONEY: I don't believe it went up from
18 MS. BARR: In support of the media a little bit, 18 $600,000. The $400,000, I believe there was a
19 the minutes don't come out for a whole month. They 19 reference to how much it cost to put in permanent
20 do their best. I know it's -- I know they don't get 20 bathrooms. And that is a fairly -- it's a large
21 it right. And I am the first one to criticize when 21 amount of money, but it's fairly consistent across
22 they don't. It really is hard -- unless you're 22 what we have seen how much permanent bathrooms cost.
50 52
1 sitting with a tape recorder very hard to get it right. 1 What I remember is that the initial prelimi-
2 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Absolutely. Okay. Enough 2 nary cost numbers were around $1 million. That's how
3 on that. 3 Irememberit. And I have not looked back on that.
4 We have an opportunity for visitors to 4 But I do not believe it ever started in the concept --
5 address the board if anybody would like to address 5 I shouldn't say ever. But in the concept with the
6 the board. 6 design that was chosen it was not, I do not believe,
7 MR. FRANK FALESCH: Hi. Frank Falesch, 820 7 less than $1 million.
8 Prairie. Now Fishel Park is -- the band shell is 8 MS. BARR: I was talking about the ones that went
9 opening up. Now, somewhere I read in the newspaper -- 9 out when we had the village vote on the five conceptual
10 again maybe this was wrong -- but they said the initial 10 drawings. We put prices on all five, and the one
11 estimate was $400,000. As I understand it the total 11 that we picked was around six hundred thousand on
12 is $1.5 million that was spent on the band shell. 12 that particular thing. Granted it probably didn't
13 Is that right? 13 include restrooms -- it didn't include restrooms.
14 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: I believe -- Go ahead, Dan. 14 But that's the number that the residents were looking
15 MR. CERMAK: The budgeted number was 1.5 million 15 at when they picked the design choice.
16 and the project came in, I think, just slightly under 16 MR. CERMAK: That may be true. I just don't
17 1.4 -- Todd -- slightly under budget. 17 recall. There were five different preliminary esti-
18 MR. FALESCH: But somewhere I read in the paper 18 mates. Subsequent to that the concepts were developed,
19 it said the estimate was $400,000. 19 we went through our budget hearings and had three or
20 MR. CERMAK: I can't speak to that. I am not 20 four public hearings on the budget. And I think it
21 familiar with that. I can tell you last year when 21 was well known the project was 1.5 million.
22 we put a capital budget number in it was 1.5. So this 22 MS. BARR: Right.
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1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Frank, just another point 1 what we could do to make sure that moving forward we

2 on that. I do recall in the recent past reading an 2 have a better playing field when it comes to giving

3 article that suggested the board was fiscally 3 these kids of the community the opportunity to play

4 irresponsible with what it did at Fishel Park. And 4 in their backyard.

5 it compared $150,000 to the million something that 5 One of the things that I also want to

6 ended up costing. The $150,000 -- What that particu- 6 preface is that my motivation is 12-year-old boys

7 lar article didn't tell you was the $150,000 was to 7 from ten to 14 years old in this town and the moti-

8 repair the existing one, and we were told by the 8 vation of the parents behind me who represent over

9 engineers they could not guarantee that it would 9 $500,000 of tax base are here because they feel the
10 last one year what we were going to do. So the board 10 exact same way. And I am very, very supportive of
11 decided to tear it down rather than spending the 11 what Jim Sharwarko and DGYB is doing. I respect
12 $150,000. And it was significantly higher what we 12 everything that they do and we have no issues. But
13 had to do. But given the 50-year life the board was 13 there is a wing that exists called the travel wing,

14 acceptable to that. Does that make sense? 14 and that travel wing needs to be looked at, needs to

15 MR. FALESCH: Yeah. Because it didn't seem 15 be analyzed because that travel wing does not own

16 possible it could make that much of a difference. 16 Downers Grove Park District fields. There needs to

17 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: You're absolutely correct. 17 be two wings to make this ship fly steady. And I am

18 Would anybody else like to address the board? 18 going to appeal to you as a board as we move forward

19 MR. BOB ROMAY: Good evening, and thanks for 19 that we need to look at that and give those kids an

20 the opportunity again. I had the pleasure of 20 opportunity to make a choice. Because there isn't

21 addressing you all two weeks ago at the Lincoln 21 one choice in anything that we do whether it's a

22 Center. My name is Bob Romay, 524 Franklin Street. 22 restaurant, the clothes we wear, what movie we go to
54 56

1 And when I made my initial remarks a couple weeks 1 see, where we go on vacation. We have a choice and

2 ago my primary focus was giving kids of this community, 2 we need to respect that choice of the taxpaying

3 taxpaying residents, the opportunity to play in their 3 residents of this community.

4 backyard. And for the record I have been supporting 4 So if I could just pass out with your

5 DGYB for the last eight years. They run an excellent 5 permission a quick analysis that I did just to give

6 program. I have been a member of the Longshots 6 you a little preview. Is that acceptable?

7 organization for two and a half years, and they do a 7 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Itis. Have you shared this

8 nice job in the community. But at the end of the 8 with staff?

9 day we need to make sure that we address the needs 9 MR. ROMAY: I haven't shared it with staff. But
10 of 60 plus kids who have decided that that wing of 10 I think staff -- I would be more than happy to send
11 DGYB doesn't suit their needs. 11 a copy to staff so they could see what I did. ButI
12 And last meeting when I spoke I volunteered 12 just wanted to give you an opportunity to take a look
13 my time to talk about the field allocation that was 13 at what's in front of us and what we need to do to
14 in existence today. And I did some analysis for you 14 address it.

15 that I would like to pass out so that I could share 15 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Sure.

16 with you how much revenue you could potentially 16 MR. ROMAY: Is there one that's in pink there

17 realize based on the available slots that have been 17 that says my copy? Okay. Here's what this -- This

18 allocated versus the available slots that have been 18 is an FYI for you. This is an allocation analysis

19 used just for four fields. $8,000 is the number 19 for four fields of Downers Grove, McCollum field

20 that I came up with. Okay? And I am going to pass 20 number two, Doerhoefer central, Doerhoefer south and
21 it outif I can to each of you so you can take a look 21 Gilbert. And I also wanted to provide you with the

22 at the analysis that I did so that you can consider 22 tax base of three of the five teams that we have as
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1 part of our group. And I just wanted to show you -- 1 that.

2 And I have been working diligently with the park 2 So I wanted to provide you this. And the

3 staff on trying to obtain master grids, master 3 analysis doesn't include Whitlock, it doesn't include

4 schedules. And for 30 plus days I have been -- they 4 Memorial north and it really doesn't include the 13U

5 have been telling me that there's no master grid, that 5 group that's part of the Longshots organization

6 there are no master schedules. But we understand 6 because I did not have adequate information. Itis

7 based on DGYB minutes that they were supposed to 7 not on the website to be able to do a full analysis

8 provide schedules to the park district. They can go 8 which might yield ten to twelve thousand additional

9 in and punch it into their RecConnect system, which 9 revenue. So I did this on my own time. It took me
10 is not the easiest system to kind of follow, to come 10 four hours to do this. And, Mr. Gelwicks, you
11 up with the allocations that are here. 11  mentioned that it may not be worth staff time because
12 If you look at McCollum two you will notice 12 the revenue is not going to make up for the time that
13 that there is approximately 26 slots available based 13 they're spending trying to figure this thing out. I
14 on the grid that the park district has to be able to 14 did it for free as a taxpayer for four hours. And I
15 take these schedules and plug them in. Okay? And ]I 15 would be happy to continue to provide this information
16 just took that times $40, which is what it costs us 16 to you until we can get a system that allows parents
17 to be able to play on that field for two hours, and 17 and groups the opportunity to play in their backyard
18 that was about a thousand dollars in revenue. 18 because that's our choice. And that choice needs to
19 Doerhoefer central basically is a travesty. 19 be respected as taxpayers of over half a million
20 There are 110 plus slots and ten of those slots are 20 dollars of tax base to this community.
21 used. You can see a lot of yellow on page number 2. 21 MS. BARR: One thing. I have a question for you.
22 That yellow indicates that there is nobody on that 22 One thing that I thought I understood was that the
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1 field at those times. The red indicates the time 1 times in yellow is showing up as times where the

2 that those teams are on that field. So if you take -- 2 fields were being used.

3 do a simple math that equates to over $4,000 in 3 MR. ROMAY: Not used.

4 revenue assuming that you plug in all those slots. 4 MS. BARR: But in reality they aren't used but

5 We don't anticipate that that will happen, but when 5 in our system it looked like they were being used?

6 you have other groups who are looking for ten dates 6 MR. ROMAY: That is correct.

7 and they don't get returned phone calls and they 7 MS. BARR: So that if someone were going on our

8 have to pay $160 to Lisle, there is something wrong 8 RecConnect and were trying to book a field, it would

9 with the system. 9 look like it was being used, but then when you looked
10 Doerhoefer south basically shows an 10 at the field schedules of the groups that were using
11 additional 25 slots that are used and there's 90 slots 11 it they really weren't using it during those times.
12 available. Do the math. That's another $1400. 12 MR. ROMAY: That is correct. And I am just
13 Gilbert basically shows over 50 slots 13 going based on the schedules that were provided by
14 available. And this is based on what's existing today 14 the groups that are on the website, comparing that
15 without stepping on anybody's toes with DGYB or the 15 against the slots that as a park district you make
16 left wing of the organization. 16 available.
17 So when I add these numbers up -- I didn't 17 MS. BARR: So if we had had the detailed infor-
18 include Memorial north because the Longshots seem to [ 18 mation from each group we could do this, and then it
19 be camping there every single day Monday through 19 would be easier for us to see where the open slots
20 Friday. And I can't understand how a travel team 20 are.
21 doesn't travel, how a travel baseball team plays 90% 21 MR. ROMAY: Yes. The issue is it's a cultural
22 of their games in their backyard. I don't understand 22 change. It's a cultural change that needs to happen.
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1 It's never been done. And in the MOU it states that 1 agreements and look at this particular topic with

2 the park district will not blanket any fields. As 2 regards to scheduling. And staff is actively going

3 far as I am concerned the left wing of DGYB has a 3 to do that on our behalf and report back to us this

4 very warm blanket and it's not appropriate considering 4 summer with regards to that.

5 the kids of this town. And it's all about the kids. 5 MR. ROMAY: Maybe this is a starting point for

6 That's why we're doing this. That's the motivation. 6 them.

7 It's about the kids, not about anything else. It's 7 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Sure. Butit's like we

8 about the kids. 8 ignored it at the last meeting and we didn't. Staff

9 And the last thing that I will say for the 9 has direction and knows where they're going on this
10 record is when I started down this process July 6th 10 particular issue.
11 of 2010, unlike what was being said in the DGYB 1 MR. ROMAY: When staff sends me an e-mail and
12 minutes we were not trying to take the existing slots 12 gives me six dates at Memorial north from 8:00 to
13 from any organization. We wanted an opportunity to 13 10:00 o'clock in the evening when there are no lights
14 take the slots that weren't being used. And when you 14 there, what does it say about staff? I have been
15 have over 150 slots today not being used only on four 15 given six to seven dates at Memorial north with no
16 fields, that's very concerning. And it's not fair for 16 lights.
17 50 plus kids who have decided that their choice is to 17 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Excuse me.
18 seek an alternative program, a right wing. And that 18 MR. ROMAY: So how can I select to the play at
19 is something that needs to be looked at to give us 19 8:00 o'clock when there's no lights?
20 an opportunity to be that right wing to give parents 20 MR. CERMAK: If I could interject here, staff
21 a choice for their kids. Thank you very much. 21 has been very diligent in their work. They have
22 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Mr. Romay, could I ask you |22 tried to work with you, they have tried to work with
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1 a question? 1 Roadrunners, they have tried to work with DOLLS

2 MR. ROMAY: Sure. 2 softball organization, they have tried to work with

3 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: I believe at the last -- 3 13 other splinter groups that are not part of these

4 at the ending of the last meeting I had given staff 4 MOU groups. So please don't insult them. They have

5 direction with regards to this very topic. Is that 5 worked hard to try and make this work. Itis a very

6 your recollection? 6 difficult situation as you might guess.

7 MR. ROMAY: That you gave staff -- 7 MR. ROMAY: Absolutely. And they have been great

8 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Direction with regards to 8 in terms of what they have done to support me. But

9 this particular issue and the fact that -- 9 their hands are tied by the MOU agreement. And that
10 MR. ROMAY: Since the minutes are not available 10 MOU agreement needs to be looked at because there's
11 from the last meeting I don't remember what was said 11 something wrong with that process today. And I am
12 because it was a four-hour meeting. So you may have 12 not the only one that feels that way.
13 given the staff direction. Your staff should have 13 MR. CERMAK: I think the staff would also agree
14 done this. And your staff did not do this; I did 14 that there is honing that can be done in that process,
15 this on my own. 15 that MOU. And that's exactly what we're looking at.
16 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: I understand that. ButI 16 And they may indeed call you for some help. I don't
17 think the minutes will show that the direction that 17 know. But let's give them a chance. I know personally
18 was given to the staff and my particular experience 18 that they worked very hard throughout a very difficult
19 that I shared with everybody at that was very consis- 19 spring with not only your group but every other group.
20 tent with what a lot of things that you are demon- 20 MR. ROMAY: Mr. Cermak, keep in mind they are
21 strating here were saying. And we had had a board 21 working hard with the tools that they have.
22 discussion about having to take a look at the MOU 22 MR. CERMAK: I understand that.
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1 MR. ROMAY: But the MOU needs to be changed for 1 process. So I would like to offer from my perspective
2 staff to be able to do something like this. Because 2 some suggestions. These policies need to be written
3 they have -- they're basically looking at what they're 3 up and published on the website. There needs to be
4 seeing based on what the MOU dictates. And the MOU 4 more transparency. Define what the requirements are
5 needs to be changed so that there is no blanket policy 5 for field use, define what is a memo of understanding,
6 at Memorial north every single day of the week and 6 define who can get a memo of understanding, you know,
7 90% of the home games are played there. 7 how are groups prioritized on a year-by-year basis.
8 MR. CERMAK: You are not getting an argument 8 We are not a splinter group. We're a registered
9 from me. 9 not-for-profit. You know, as Bob said we're all about
10 MR. ROMAY: Great. And I respect what they have 10 just coaching baseball. Every single one of our kids
11 done to help me. So there was no insult whatsoever. 11 is from Downers Grove.
12 They have been great. I think it's above them. 12 One of the other changes I would like to see
13 That's why I am addressing the board. 13 is in early January allocation of the fields. That's
14 MR. CERMAK: Thank you. 14 how it's done in Oak Brook, that's how it's done in
15 MR. ROMAY: Thank you very much. 15 Burr Ridge, that's how, you know, pretty much everybody
16 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody else? 16 but Downers Grove does it. Our league requires our
17 MR. DAN O'CONNELL: Good evening. I am Dan 17 dates to be in of when our home games are in early
18 O'Connell, 434 Sherman Street. I am the coach of 18 February. So, you know, DGYB and the Longshots
19 the 13U Downers Grove Dragons. I am here with the 19 handing in their dates in late March doesn't help us
20 other volunteers in this room to urge you to reevaluate 20 outatall.
21 the ballfield allocation process in Downers Grove. I 21 I think there needs to be adherence to the
22 have come to you because you oversee the mission of 22 current MOUs. Obviously, you know, the blanket policy
66 68
1 the park district, and I think that that mission has 1 was already brought up. But, you know, they don't
2 failed on a specific point of ensuring sufficient 2 hand their dates in on time. Every year I am talking
3 passive and active parkland to meet the leisure needs 3 to Angus or whoever is over there saying, you know,
4 of present and future populations of Downers Grove. 4 they didn't hand them in yet. Every other team in
5 I think I offer an interesting perspective. 5 Illinois is playing baseball and we can't get a permit
6 Our team is in our fourth year. I have been trying 6 for April or May or June.
7 to figure out this process of getting permits since 7 I think the next recreation supervisor if
8 2007. In 20081 had all of our games at O'Neil, and 8 that person has not been hired yet needs to be better
9 ever since then I have gotten fields piecemeal. This 9 trained to handle field allocation and also in customer
10 year we were offered a bunch of Sunday mornings at 10 service. Many calls and e-mails do not get returned.
11 8:00 A.M. We got Mother's Day which we thought would 11  You know, you hit a breaking point where they don't
12 be a bad idea for the moms. But other than that, you 12 have an answer for you, DGYB hasn't handed their stuff
13 know, we were basically shut out again. We're playing 13 in and the communication just stops dead there.
14 all of our games in Burr Ridge and in Oak Brook. So 14 Like I said, I have dealt with a bunch of
15 I also offer an interesting perspective because I 15 other park districts and one person handles all of
16 have dealt specifically with the recreation supervisors 16 this in these park districts. We're dealing with --
17 of those park districts and other park districts in 17 Fury and us are dealing with the same person in Oak
18 learning more about how they allocate fields, their 18 Brook, for example. I mean one person can handle
19 permit process and such. 19 this job. The supervisor also, I think, needs to be
20 And so I would like to offer some suggestions 20 more engaged with this process and that person needs
21 for improving this process. I appreciate what you 21 to be accountable to you, the board.
22 have said about that you are going to look at this 22 You know, other cities have pulled this off
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1 with way more teams. For example, Glen Ellyn has 1 this work; staff is doing the work. I don't-- I
2 five teams in our age group just in the West Suburban 2 haven't seen one piece of paper or one piece of
3 Baseball League where we play. If the Longshots were 3 information that shows what staff has put together.
4 playing in West Suburban like they were last year 4 So at this point tonight I can't honestly say that.
5 there would be three teams from Downers Grove in our 5 Maybe others can, but I can't.
6 age group. Glen Ellyn has considerably more teams 6 MR. O'CONNELL: I am hoping for a plan with a
7 for a smaller population. 7 timeline on it.
8 The 10U Dragon team -- There's one Longshots 8 MS. MAHONEY: I can't do that plan because I
9 team and one 10U Dragons team. They can't get a field 9 have no information to make a timeline.
10 when there is just two travel teams looking for spots. 10 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: The direction that was given
11 The Longshots get all of the spots. The 10U Dragons, 11 at the last board meeting, which nobody objected to
12 they don't even get a call back let alone any field 12 at the time, was by the end of summer to have a
13 allocation. 13 discussion with us with regards to any projected
14 I would also like to point out that you 14 changes to the MOU groups, to that process. That was
15 offer choices in other programs. The one that comes 15 the direction to staff that we gave at the last
16 to mind is basketball. With, you know, only a few 16 meeting.
17 basketball courts there seems to be -- since the park 17 MS. BARR: Does that timing work?
18 district holds control of the basketball courts and 18 MR. O'CONNELL: Yeah, you know, if there was --
19 doesn't allocate them to another organization they're 19 AUDIENCE MEMBERS: No, no, no, it doesn't.
20 able to have -- Both of my older sons play basketball 20 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Just a second. If anybody
21 there. All the park district teams, Nomad teams, 21 would like to speak you're welcome to come to the
22 \Wolfpack teams, the adult leagues, all of them play 22 podium and speak. There is one person in this room
70 72
1 in the same place. When it's kept under greater park 1 speaking at a time. You have the floor.
2 district control there seems to be more success with 2 MR. O'CONNELL: If the changes could be made by
3 getting more people into the facilities, making money 3 then that would help us with our planning for next
4 off of them and using them to their fullest potential, 4 vyear. As ] pointed out, you know, the planning for
5 which is why we spend the money on building these 5 these things starts, you know, as soon as the previous
6 facilities. 6 season ends. So by getting it done, you know, in a
7 And just in closing, while handing all the 7 timely fashion, at least getting the questions
8 fields to one group is probably the easiest thing to 8 answered, you know, can the MOUs be looked at, things
9 do it's not the right thing to do. All of our 9 like that. I mean a more accelerated timeline than
10 players, like Bob mentioned, are Downers Grove kids. 10 that would be great if it's just answering questions.
11 We don't have a single kid from outside of Downers 11 If there's changes being made and, you know, policies
12 Grove. And, you know, we're looking to you to step 12 being posted, stuff like that, I mean I understand
13 in here and correct this process, correct this waste 13 that that would take more time. But that would be
14 of resources. 14 the sooner the better for our purposes.
15 And in closing I would just like to ask a 15 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody?
16 question of you. Can I get the board to pledge to 16 MR. CUSHING: As Cathy said, this is the first
17 share a plan of action for improving this process, 17 time I have seen this. I haven't heard anything from
18 to share that plan with the community at the next 18 staff. I mean I truly appreciate your input. I
19 meeting and include a timeline on that? 19 appreciate the time you guys spent on this. I hope
20 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody? 20 you guys can have patience with us and realize this
21 MS. MAHONEY: I would like to hear what staff's 21 is not the only thing staff is working on. As much
22 report is before I pledge anything. We're not doing 22 as we'd like to snap our fingers and have it done,
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1 we are not going to be able to do that overnight. 1 Grove Baseball. I do appreciate that. We do
2 We are not going to be able to do that in a short 2 appreciate that.
3 period of time. I think as Bob said we put the 3 We are a community-based organization.
4 directive out there. We are going to address it. We 4 We're all inclusive. We have got 1,600 participants
5 are going to take a look at this and see, you know -- 5 this year. That number has doubled since 2004. We
6 take a look at the agreements, take a look at field 6 have a $600,000 annual budget. I don't know what the
7 usage. But again I ask your patience in that we 7 tax base is, but I guess I could say it's substantial.
8 will do it. Unfortunately I feel it probably won't 8 I have been involved with Downers Grove
9 happen as quickly as you would like it. 9 Baseball for about twenty years. I have been on the
10 MR. O'CONNELL: The frustration I think that 10 board, I think, for the last eight. And I am not
11 you sense from the parents sitting behind me is that 11 familiar with the left wing. We have a Babe Ruth,
12 we have approached this through the staff. You know, 12 we have a travel, we have a north, a south and a
13 I have been -- I think I have been a little too 13 development side. We operate and we organize the
14 patient up to this point, and that's why I have come 14 league as one. And so as an example if one of the
15 in front of you tonight. You know, I mean I can't 15 groups can't use the field, the first thing we do is
16 even tell you how many e-mails, meetings, phone 16 try to clear that through our clearinghouse efforts
17 conversations we had with Angus in particular about, 17 with any of the other groups within our organization
18 you know, why can't we get an answer on this. We have |18 to make sure that we do utilize fields.
19 jumped through every hoop imaginable. We understand. | 19 I can tell you that we abide by the MOU.
20 We all have jobs. We understand how hard things are 20 We turn in our field allocations or our field
21 to change and to get answers on and I mean especially 21 requests. In fact this year I think we did it ahead
22 when you are in a slower moving organization and 22 of time. They were doing it April 15th. I think we
74 76
1 having your hands tied by the DGYB schedule. 1 got most of them in by -- I think we got them in
2 Like I said, we have been going through 2 about actually before April 1st. We have about 400
3 this for five years. It would be nice to figure this 3 volunteers, we have 15 or 16,000 volunteer hours, we
4 out and make some decisions on these things and, you 4 have 120 teams, we schedule 1200 games. Triple that
5 know, look at other park districts, how they're doing 5 in terms of practices and other organized events on
6 it. I mean it can't be that hard of a process to fix. 6 the fields and that puts us at about 5,000 time slots.
7 MS. BARR: I do like the suggestion of checking 7 Our organization also paid $17,000 -- over
8 some of the other groups like Glen Ellyn and Oak 8 $17,000 last year in user fees. We pay for porta-
9 Brook. 9 potties or portable restrooms if you will. We pay
10 MR. O'CONNELL: Burr Ridge, Pleasantdale. I 10 for our own chalk that we put on the field ourselves.
11 highly recommend them. They do a really nice job. 11 We cut our own grass on the infields of the grass
12 MR. ROMAN: I would also like to ask you to 12 infields. Over the last four years we have invested
13 stay in touch with us. Keep us accountable. Make 13 over $8,000 in capital projects in the fields we play
14 sure this is happening for you guys. Don't just walk 14 on. This year alone our budget calls for an additional
15 away and disappear. Make sure that staff -- 15 $48,000 in capital improvements on fields we use. We
16 MR. O'CONNELL: I appreciate the opportunity to 16 don't own them, we just use them. And other groups
17 do that. Thank you very much for your time. 17 in the community use these fields as well.
18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: You're welcome. 18 To put some things in perspective here, with
19 MR. JIM SHARWARKO: Good evening. My name is 19 the amount of fields we have, the amount of players
20 Jim Sharwarko, and I am from Downers Grove Baseball. 20 we have, the amount of teams we have, I don't have
21 First of all Mr. Romay, thank you for the kind words 21 access to the yellow or the red colors here but
22 not so much for me but for the efforts for Downers 22 suffice it to say if there are fields available we
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1 encourage other organizations to use them. If there 1 How can the Longshots be playing on a field we
2 are fields that are -- that we have slotted and they 2 haven't gotten a schedule for?
3 become available, we have a policy that we turn them 3 MS. BARR: All it says is 10U from 5:00 to --
4 back in to the park district at the earliest notice. 4 You know, every time slot, it'll say 10U, 10U, 10U.
5 There is some anecdotal evidence that 5 I mean it's blanketed. Itis not saying -- I don't
6 people have driven around at 6:00 o'clock at night 6 know the names of your teams. The Yankees against
7 and seen fields that are permitted to Downers Grove 7 the Cubs at 7:00 o'clock. I mean it is for Downers
8 Baseball and they're not being used. It's likely you 8 Grove Youth Baseball. If you looked at the stuff
9 are not getting any calls from anybody that sees a 9 you could see how different it is between Longshots
10 guy out there at noon raking the field trying to get 10 and Downers Grove Youth Baseball.
11 the field ready all morning to make sure that he 1 MR. SHARWARKO: 10U is the -- That's the team.
12 could have a team playing at 6:00 o'clock at night 12 It is not the Yankees, it is not the Red Sox. It's
13 or the six guys out at Doerhoefer Park at 6:00 13 under 10 Longshots division.
14 o'clock in the morning on a Saturday pumping water 14 MS. BARR: Well, then they're playing all the
15 out of the outfield and throwing bags of soil mats 15 time. Well, all right.
16 around the field to get it ready for 300 kids to play 16 MR. SHARWARKO: Anybody else?
17 that day. That's the commitment Downers Grove 17 MS. MAHONEY: 1Jim, is the DGYB organization a
18 Baseball makes to our community, to the park district. 18 501-C-3 group?
19 And I trust that we can continue to count on you for 19 MR. SHARWARKO: Yes, we are. We file a tax
20 the same support. Any questions? 20 return and an audit every year that is supplied to
21 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody? 21 the park district administration.
22 MS. BARR: I will just comment that one of the 22 MS. MAHONEY: And from your position is it your
78 80
1 things that would be helpful is that I noticed that 1 opinion that if DGYB or other groups such as yours
2 Downers Grove Youth Baseball did a wonderful job of 2 didn't exist the park district -- there would be a
3 presenting schedules that had every team, every time, 3 demand in this community for the park district to run
4 every field, everything. But it was the Longshots, 4 a similar type of program?
5 the travel teams that didn't. So I think if you 5 MR. SHARWARKO: I would say yes. DGYB has been
6 would do for the travel team what you do for the 6 around in some form since the 1950s. So I think they
7 DGYB, I think that would solve a lot of our issues. 7 have always been an extension of the park district's
8 MR. SHARWARKO: I would challenge the notion 8 effort to provide programs for the youth. And I think
9 that the Longshots division didn't supply their 9 that's kind of the advent -- I am not sure of this,
10 schedule in accordance with the MOU. In fact, I can 10 but I can only surmise that's the reason for the MOUs
11 assure you that that was done. Some were done earlier 11 is because they do offer a kind of like in-kind
12 than others, but they were all submitted by the April 12 program that the park district doesn't offer.
13 15th date that was given to us. Now, if the date 13 MS. MAHONEY: And one more thing. Could you say
14 wants to move we're all okay with that. But I can 14 again how many kids are playing this year?
15 assure you that all the schedules that were required 15 MR. SHARWARKO: We have a thousand -- Between
16 to be submitted were submitted by that date. 16 our summer program and our fall program we'll have
17 MS. BARR: Okay. Well, I requested them from 17 over 1,600 participants this year. We have about
18 staff and I was given everything that staff had and 18 1300 registered for summer ball, we have about 250
19 there was nothing in there. So apparently there's 19 to 275 for fall ball.
20 some disconnect here. If you want to provide them 20 MS. MAHONEY: Okay. Thank you.
21 to me that would be great. 21 MR. MICHAEL GLEASON: Hi. Michael Gleason,
22 MR. SHARWARKO: Can I ask you a question then? 22 7051 Powell Court. So, Mr. Cushing, you mentioned
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1 that this is the first you have heard of this. And 1 how many players they have the other people still need
2 I want to make sure that you're aware that the 2 a chance to get a field in Downers Grove.
3 frustration expressed here is a long time coming. So 3 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Can I clarify one thing?
4 1 started out in DGYB. Bob, you and I were on the 4 You said five years ago you and I sat in meetings.
5 board together. I ran fall ball for a couple of 5 I have been on this board for eight years now and I
6 vyears. I coached in the Longshots while Rob Rooney 6 resigned from DGYB the day I was appointed to this
7 was president for a couple of years as well. Bob, 7 board.
8 are you still affiliated with DGYB or the Longshots? 8 MR. GLEASON: You said you have some affiliation.
9 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Depends on what you mean by | 9 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: You said you and I sat in a
10 affiliated. My name shows up on their website. If 10 meeting with DGYB when all this occurred five years
11 that's an affiliation -- 11 ago. I am just clarifying I have not been at a DGYB
12 MR. GLEASON: As far as this field thing let me 12 board meeting since I resigned from the board eight
13 tell you what went on when I was on the board with Bob. 13 years ago the day I will came on to this board.
14 Right? At that point in time if someone contacted the 14 MR. GLEASON: You are very precise with the
15 park district and tried to get a field, the typical 15 minutes so I am sure you're accurate. So forgive me
16 response would be the park district employee would say 16 if my arithmetic was incorrect. But let me restate
17 I will get back to you. Then they'd contact someone 17 for the record that we sat in a board meeting together
18 on DGYB and say someone wants a field on this date. 18 when I asked questions about where the money went.
19 In an effort to keep the people off the field DGYB -- 19 And the response I got was maybe I didn't need to be
20 Bob, you were part of this -- would find a team, any 20 part of DGYB. So regardless of what year it
21 team to run a practice, do something, do anything. 21 happened --
22 Because the park district was getting complaints at 22 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: But I don't believe it
82 84
1 that point in time about the fact that people were 1 was -- that I was a party to it which is what you
2 being told they couldn't have fields and they drove 2 are suggesting.
3 by and they saw the field was empty. So this wasn't 3 MR. GLEASON: That is my testimony.
4 an administrative mistake, a bureaucratic snafu. 4 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Okay.
5 This was organized to keep people off the fields. 5 MR. GLEASON: Thank you.
6 Now, I must have left DGYB about five years 6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: And again, facts need to be
7 ago. Right? I left because I sat in DGYB board 7 facts, not what people say are necessarily facts.
8 meetings that you were at, Bob, and I was asking 8 Okay? Because you are insinuating that five years
9 questions about where the money went. Right? And I 9 ago I sat there and did something, and I was not at
10 was told that -- Instead of getting answers as to 10 that meeting.
11 where the money went I was told maybe I didn't need 1 MR. GLEASON: Bob, you apparently have the same
12 to be part of DGYB. Right? So I took one of my sons 12 issues with the free press that we have. You feel
13 to Chicago to play baseball. I have a son playing 13 that they don't present the facts correctly. So I
14 in Woodridge right now. I told the Woodridge board 14 am not surprised that you don't think I present the
15 president that every single thing about Woodridge 15 facts correctly as well.
16 baseball is better than Downers Grove baseball. 16 MS. MAHONEY: You just got corrected, sir, and
17 There's none of this malarkey with getting fields. 17 now you are making a jest of this. And I would like
18 The situation we have in Downers Grove is absolutely 18 to say that once I asked staff to come up here and
19 ridiculous. It's incredibly offensive. 19 address -- and answer some of our questions, then I
20 I can understand they do a good job main- 20 hope you will have a different attitude and a different
21 taining the fields, but that doesn't mean they own 21 opinion. Your approach here is very insulting. And
22 them. Right? Everybody -- Miss Mahoney, no matter 22 so I would hope that we can work this out.
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1 And yes, I did ask how many families were 1 we didn't do that. They were carrying it. They still

2 involved. And yes, that is important. And those 2 carry it. They use tournaments to carry it. That

3 kids -- Everyone deserves to play. But that doesn't 3 issue was brought up. So my issue was two issues,

4 mean that everyone in every sport in this town is 4 one was the raising of the funds which I brought to

5 going to have the ability to play when they want, 5 the board. The board was at that meeting of the

6 where they want and the days they want. And I think 6 parents.

7 thatis a big distinction that has not been brought 7 The other issue is a board member teaching

8 out yet which I hope will get brought out very shortly 8 a specific hitting style, which I disagreed with. I

9 after the visitors comments. So I would just ask 9 was told I could not coach a different style because
10 vyou to -- I am sure you will stay and listen, and I 10 that's their style, that board member actively giving
11 hope that you will hear some things that you may not 11 private lessons and making a profit off of that
12 have heard before. 12 hitting style. So mine was a difference of philosophy.
13 MR. GLEASON: Thank you. 13 When I wanted to leave I went to the park
14 MS. BARR: Cathy, I just wanted to make clear 14 district, not to the board. I went to the staff and
15 that I really think what the guys are saying is they 15 tried to start my own travel team. I was informed
16 appreciate Downers Grove Youth Baseball, that that's 16 fields would not be available. I had a rare
17 their feeder. They get all their guys from there. 17 opportunity. I was asked by the Woodridge baseball
18 I think they are just saying it's the travel teams 18 league, the president of that league. His son
19 that's causing the problems. 19 actually played on the travel team I was coaching on.
20 MS. MAHONEY: And I think we will get some 20 He asked me to start a program there. So I went
21 answers -- have some questions for staff and I think 21 there. And at that time it was my 11-year-old son
22 we'll get some answers in relationship to some of 22 Jack. Twelve Downers Grove families left the
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1 those particular questions. 1 Longshots program and came with me. The board got

2 MS. BARR: Okay. 2 mad at me. I told the board don't get mad at me,

3 MR. BILL GOERGEN: Hello. My name is Bill 3 ask those 12 parents why they left your program. I

4 Goergen. I live at 1802 Warren. I have four sons. 4 it brought up why I was leaving and they followed me.

5 All four sons have played in DGYB. As you just 5 Since that time I had the meeting with

6 stated the issue is not DGYB. I still have a son 6 Mr. Gelwicks. It was about the older team. I had

7 playing in DGYB. The issue is the travel program 7 asked to manage the younger team. I was always told

8 or Longshots which I was part of for 2002, 2003, 2004, 8 no. When Mr. Ginato (phonetic) left his coach at 14

9 five, six, and seven. In 2007 I also had a meeting 9 vyears old Mr. Steinhaus took over the team at 15 and
10 with Mr. Gelwicks, Mr. Rooney and Mr. Riegler and 10 they made me the manager. At 16 is when I had the
11 Mr. Steinhaus at the DGYB offices. The reason for 11 meeting with Mr. Gelwicks and them. That was in 2007.
12 that meeting was in 2005 when my younger son Jack was |12 The reason for the meeting was they wanted to know if
13 playing he also played in the Longshots for two years. 13 I was going to keep that team going in their senior
14 The issue I brought to the parents -- We had a 14 program. At that point after that meeting nothing
15 parents meeting. Some of the parents are here. The 15 was finalized. My questions were not answered. My
16 issue I brought up was the funding of the 2010 team, 16 questions to them were what cost would the program
17 raising money, hosting tournaments and not using that 17 cost me as a team. Needless to say, we left, started
18 money for the 2010 team -- Excuse me. The 2005 18 our own private team and another 12 families left the
19 team was carrying that money over for the team that 19 program.
20 would go to Cooperstown when they were 12. My son 20 Now, my third son is playing and he's left
21 was ten. I don't think that was right. The first 21 the program because I am not welcome in their
22 time we came through the program with my oldest boy 22 program. So besides the Fury teams that have gone
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1 there are many teams that have left. And it's always 1 is making any insinuation that anything in Downers

2 the same issue. It has nothing to do with DGYB. It 2 Grove Baseball financially related is not above board.

3 has all to do with the travel program at DGYB. It 3 I amin private industry. I am a finance officer.

4 is not open to everybody. They may claim that. It 4 1 sign the rep letter, I sign the tax return, I sign

5 is not. I have a fourth child. And, Bob, as you 5 the Illinois Bureau of -- Charity Bureau return. And

6 said at the last meeting I would like to see him to 6 certainly I am not going to put my career in jeopardy

7 be able to play a travel program in this town. Now, 7 for any insinuated malfeasance or misbehavior with

8 I have had three teams leave the town. I don't want 8 funds in Downers Grove Baseball. So I want to be on

9 my fourth team to have to leave the town. IfI leave 9 the record that we do have open reports -- audit
10 I will probably take 11 more families with me. 10 reports. These are public record. And again we have
1 And you say it is for the residents of the 11 tax returns filed with the Internal Revenue Service.
12 town. If you look on their website the senior program 12 And I challenge anybody who wants to question any
13 at the age of -- they classify it 2011 -- that's the 13 money handling or any financial handling with the
14 graduating class -- they don't even have 20% Downers 14 Downers Grove Baseball, please contact me. Thank
15 Grove kids on the team. I have the rosters here. The 15 vyou.
16 2012 team has possibly two players from Downers Grove | 16 MR. GREG TAVIANI: Hello. I am Greg Taviani,
17 out of 21 players. When I had the senior division 17 632 Gierz, Downers Grove. I run the Wolfpack
18 team I was told at that meeting it wasn't all about 18 Basketball program as far as scheduling. And I just
19 the kids' friends and the players you had. Well, I 19 want to bring to the attention that there's a Wolfpack
20 had 12 residents of Downers Grove that were pretty 20 Dbasketball, Nomads basketball. We work together.
21 good ball players. And of those 12 residents nine 21 The park district's been great. Nomads, when they
22 of those players are playing in college. So it wasn't 22 are not using gym time they call me. Okay? We have
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1 like they weren't qualified to play in town here. It's 1 gyms reserved; you guys want to buy it from us; we

2 just a matter of how they want to run their program. 2 can't use it tonight. Sure, we'll take it. You know,

3 Sometimes we have to look at how they fund 3 we work together. All I am saying is we have got to

4 their programs because it doesn't fall under the DGYB 4 be able to work together. We have got plenty of

5 minutes. The Longshots have their own treasurer that 5 fields. You can't keep shutting out people. The

6 gets audited too. And when I went back and looked 6 fields have to be used. If they are not used you

7 when I was in their program, I never signed their 7 can't blanket them all. We have to get use out of

8 auditing agreement and neither did the manager of the 8 them. I think, like I said, I have been part of

9 team because we did not agree with their funding, and 9 DGYB. My son played for Longshots. It's a great
10 that was the reason we left their program. 10 community. DGYB is a great program. So I have got
1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody else? 11 nothing but great things to say about DGYB. But the
12 MR. SHARWARKO: Jim Sharwarko, Downers Grove |12 fact is there's fields that are not being used, and
13 Baseball addressing the board again. A couple of 13 somebody or some organization is shutting out other
14 points here. 14 people.
15 When Mr. Gelwicks was chairman of Downers 15 So again I encourage the board to get your
16 Grove Baseball I was, in fact, treasurer. And when 16 staff to look into this because those fields should
17 Mr. Gelwicks stepped down I assumed the role of chair- 17 be used by the kids in Downers Grove, okay, not by
18 man. During my time as treasurer we had annual audits |18 kids from out of our town when we have kids in our
19 conducted, monthly treasurer's reports. Our board 19 town that have to go play elsewhere. Okay? So again
20 meetings are open meetings to anybody who has a child |20 I encourage -- It's important, it's serious, and
21 playing in Downers Grove Baseball. For the record 21 there's a lot of frustration because this has been
22 to the board I take personal offense to anybody who 22 backed up for years.
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1 This is great. I am putting faces with 1 for some reason he decided to resign.
2 names. I voted for a lot of you and I haven't seen 2 Eric Lawhead was hired. We sat down with
3 vyou. ButIam glad I came here. And I just want to 3 Eric. Me, Bob, Lee, we talked about what we had
4 tell you that it's important. So please keep this 4 going on with Angus. They promised us nine dates.
5 on the front burner. 5 We decided to take five dates on Sundays which are
6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Thank you. 6 open to the public. Those weren't even dates that
7 MR. TONY CASTELVECCHI: I thank you for giving 7 were given to us; they were out of the MOU. When it
8 me the opportunity to speak. I am Tony Castelvecchi, 8 came time to get the four dates we never demanded a
9 part of the guys that started Fury Baseball. 9 specific day, a specific time. When Bob did the
10 I waited until this moment to speak and 10 analysis showing a hundred dates open for 10U and,
11 give a lot of other people an opportunity to talk. 11 like Janet responded, when she got the schedule it
12 I think it's great DGYB has 1600 kids. I coached 12 was 10U across the whole board. This year 10U in
13 five years. I have great memories with my son. When |13 Longshots has one team. So for them to take the same
14 it came time to move on to travel baseball I went to 14 allocations as they had last year with two teams, I
15 a tryout. I offered my time. I was told we have our 15 have to believe there's 50 openings. If they're
16 coaches, sorry. I decided I was not happy with the 16 slotting a hundred, there's 50 openings.
17 program after talking to a couple of the individuals 17 We have tried to talk to staff. I understand
18 that were involved. I decided to call Angus and tell 18 that, Mr. Gelwicks, you made a comment that you told
19 him I was going to start a program. Angus had open 19 staff they need to resolve this problem. After
20 arms with me. I said I don't want to step on anyone's 20 multiple e-mails all we wanted was what was available.
21 feet. I understand there's other organizations. 21 We couldn't even get a grid. We couldn't even get
22 When we sit here and start thinking about 22 what we finally got in the last week from staff.
94 96
1 the main purpose why we coach and why we teach and 1 Mr. Cermak, I talked to you on the phone.
2 why you actually support the community, it's because 2 We talked about what is your recourse if
3 of the people and children. All the people that are 3 Mr. Sharwarko doesn't call you back. And you basically
4 here tonight, they all want to be involved in their 4 said nothing.
5 kids. They all want to create memories. They want 5 MR. CERMAK: I have no recourse.
6 to remember the first time their kid hit a home run. 6 MR. CASTELVECCHI: You have no recourse. You
7 That's why we're all here. 7 have to wait for him to get back to you. I think
8 And I sat down with Angus I said be straight 8 there's a problem with some organizations running
9 with me. Tell me what fields aren't being used. He 9 the staff. And when I sit here and I pull out the
10 said Gilbert is hardly ever used, Tony. Saturday 10 MOU, you look at DGYB liaison: Chairman, park
11 mornings it's used at 9:30 and then it's used two and 11 district board. I am looking at this all goes along
12 a half hours later. By 2:00 o'clock just about every 12 in regards to the proper direction.
13 Saturday it's not used. There's a 2:00 to 4:00 slot, 13 As I spoke with Eric I asked him what
14 there's a 4:00 to 6:00 slot, there's a 6:00 to 8:00 14 happened. He said I resigned. He didn't want to ruin
15 slot, there's an 8:00 to 10:00 slot. We didn't demand 15 his future employment. The board should have a little
16 a particular slot; we said give us a slot. And even 16 concern of having two people resign in the same
17 if it's a night one we're willing to pay for the 17 position in a short period of time. Mr. Cermak, maybe
18 lights. Somehow things didn't work out with Angus. 18 that's something that you can discuss with the board
19 Angus decided to resign. The bases were put in for us. |19 in regards to how we lost two people that were in
20 He putin 70-foot pegs for us at Gilbert because he was |20 charge of making sure fields were available.
21 concerned about creating revenue for the village. He 21 MR. CERMAK: I don't think personnel will be
22 wanted to give every kid an opportunity to play. But 22 discussed at this meeting or with anybody in the
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1 public. Thank you. 1 Downers Grove residents that splintered off so they
2 MR. CASTELVECCHI: All right. As for the 2 could have an alternative to Longshots. And in early
3 minutes, I am going to ask the board does anybody 3 January we made phone calls to the park district to
4 ever read the DGYB board of director minutes? 4 try to secure fields for practice times and games.
5 Mr. Cermak, do you? 5 In the two months that I was making calls not one
6 MR. CERMAK: Occasionally I have. 6 call was returned by the park district staff. In
7 MR. CASTELVECCHI: Okay. So I would love to see 7 that same timeframe I got numerous phone calls from
8 the February, March and April of 2011, but they are 8 Darien, from Woodridge, from Lisle, from Oak Brook.
9 not available. They are not posted. But since last 9 Not one call back from staff here in Downers Grove.
10 August and in September and in October and in January 10 Since then we have decided to go ahead and schedule
11 there seems to be this big concern about other teams 11 our games at Benedictine University where we pay
12 trying to take away their fields. If they have an 12 $160 for a game as opposed to money that could be
13 MOU agreement they're guaranteed those fields. As 13 going right here into our own town. We also pay $75
14 long as they can justify them they can use them. 14 to $125 a practice over at Perfect Swing in Darien,
15 Some of the minutes that I read I actually 15 again money that could be going into our town so that
16 was stunned that this actually would be said because 16 our kids could play baseball in our town.
17 it's so incriminating to these individuals. The one 17 And I hope you guys understand the
18 that caught my eye the most was in January -- or 18 frustration of the parents here including Dragons,
19 October, 2010. The chairman reported the prospect of 19 Fury, whoever. I also hope that you guys understand
20 additional groups in town are looking for fields and 20 the revenue that's being lost just because another
21 it's a concern. The chairman suggests that members 21 organization is going out of its way obviously to
22 prepare field requests for the entire year, spring 22 blanket schedule fields so that other teams don't
98 100
1 and fall. This process should get started early in 1 interfere with whatever its business is, which we
2 the new year. We need to look for every opportunity 2 don't have. Obviously there's a lot of supporters
3 to use an existing field more often. 3 here of DGYB. But there's a lot of people here that
4 So my question is if you have the same amount of teams, 4 wanted an alternative travel program to the Longshots.
5 how could you use the field more often? Or is that 5 I hope that's something you guys are walking away
6 the blanket effect, cover everything up so teams 6 with today. It just doesn't make sense we're wasting
7 like ourselves don't have the opportunity to play in 7 this money in towns other than our own. So the
8 our backyard? 8 sooner you can look at the matter the more we'd
9 Also Mr. Rooney responded by suggesting 9 appreciate it.
10 that travel can use more time at Gilbert Park. We 10 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Thank you.
11 know that 13 and 14U love Whitlock. Why would they 1 MR. PAT KING: My name is Pat King, 638 Prairie.
12 come to Gilbert Park? That's right. Fury baseball 12 Bob, at the beginning you said reading the minutes
13 team has noticed there's open spots and they'd love 13 was a very important thing. I actually believe that
14 to play in their backyard. That's all I have to say. 14 and I do that. I know that the staff's going to get
15 Thank you. 15 back to you with an answer regarding the program for
16 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody else? 16 the end of the summer. Could you give me assurances
17 MR. HODA ILYAVI: My name is Hoda Ilyavi, 3800 17 that the DGYB minutes will be on the internet February,
18 Venard. I am with the -- I am one of the organizers 18 March and April?
19 of the 10-year-old Dragon team. You have heard it 19 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: I have no --
20 referred to. 20 MR. KING: Anybody with DGYB? Can we get
21 I am here to emphasize our frustration. 21 together -- Mr. Sharwarko, can we get the DGYB
22 So in terms of the staff, you know, it's entirely 22 minutes updated?
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1 MS. MAHONEY: Excuse me. 1 It's a process that's worked very well to this point.
2 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Excuse me. You are welcome 2 And I might argue that it still works very well. It's
3 to have a conversation with him off line here. 3 not just the MOU process, it's how the park district
4 MR. KING: This is an improper request for the 4 permits all its property. So, you know, as you
5 board? 5 think about this MOU process we're talking about not
6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: The intent is for you to 6 just DGYB; we're talking about Panthers, DOLLS and
7 communicate with the board. 7 Roadrunners along with your park district programs.
8 MR. KING: I was asking a question in regard to 8 So this is a pretty complex issue. So it's not just
9 that because you had said that we should read the 9 1600 kids in DGYB; it's kids in all these programs
10 minutes. 10 plus your programs. I think we need to step back
1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: What I was speaking to 11 and figure that out.
12 here were the minutes that Marlane creates for all 12 Now, I have a lot of empathy for the folks
13 of our meetings. I agree when Mr. Sharwarko and I 13 that have come up and talked because at the last
14 were on the board ten years ago we instituted 14 meeting what I said was in the '90s I ran a travel
15 publishing our minutes because of the transparency 15 program, I coached DGYB. And my kids grew up in
16 that was required. I certainly support that concept. 16 DGYB and I ran a travel program. And at that point
17 1 have no idea what's going on in DGYB or what's the 17 in time I decided to join DGYB and try and help them
18 situation with regards to minutes. And clearly that's 18 develop a travel offering for the community. So as
19 their business. 19 you think about that try and focus on what we're
20 MR. KING: Thank you. 20 here to discuss. It is improving field allocation.
21 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Sure. 21 Itis improving field availability. It is certainly
22 MR. ROB ROONEY: Hi. I'm Rob Rooney, 1212 60th 22 -- and this is a message directly to the commis-
102 104
1 Place, Downers Grove, DGYB board member and president 1 sioners -- it is certainly not to attack the staff.
2 of the Longshots travel league which is part of DGYB. 2 1 have had personal interaction with this staff for
3 First of all you may recognize me or some 3 along period of time, at least the leaders of the
4 of you may recognize me. I am probably up here for 4 staff. And I have a lot of admiration for Dan Cermak
5 the seventh or eighth time now to say there are 5 for lots of reasons. Certainly he's very professional,
6 clearly some field concerns in Downers Grove. And 6 knows what he's doing, runs a great program. Downers
7 when ultimately we get to do some type of field use 7 Grove gets awards all the time. But the thing that
8 analysis we'll understand what was brought forth in 8 I admire most about Dan is when we talked about
9 the field studies which you did some years ago now 9 building a program it needs to be open to everybody.
10 is playing out as projected then. There's clearly a 10 Certainly in Downers Grove Youth Baseball we have a
11 need for another 60/90-foot field. I don't 11 spot for everyone. That's part of our charter. Do we
12 necessarily want to go through all the interactions 12 have a spot on travel for everyone? Do we have a spot
13 with all of that. 13 for 12-year-olds that want to play 16-year-old level?
14 Certainly having 14-year-olds have to play 14 Maybe not. There is only so much capacity. But the
15 in some of the fields today in town forces some of the 15 reality is that we have a spot for everybody.
16 issues downhill. And so if anybody wants to go 16 I also understand what these parents are
17 through that in great detail, feel free. And maybe 17 going through in trying to create great experiences
18 we would be open for other ideas. 18 because it's not just these 60 parents that want to
19 I want to talk about what this is really 19 see their kids play during the summer. It's 1500
20 about and what it's not about. Okay? So first of 20 and probably others that wish they could. I get that.
21 all what it's really about is what you asked for in 21 But at the end of the day there's also a group of
22 the last meeting. It's to assess the MOU process. 22 people who self-admittedly have bounced a little bit
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1 from program to program trying to find the right 1 them accommodate some outside teams. And we moved

2 solution for them. And that's what America is about, 2 some of our schedule around to do that. And what I

3 trying to find the right solution to do what you want 3 wind up finding out is those fields weren't

4 to do. It's okay. Nothing wrong with that. But 4 appropriate for whatever their request was.

5 the reality is there has to be some order. 5 At that point I started to realize what we

6 So if we add up the number of teams -- 6 were really dealing with here. Because there isn't,

7 Mr. Sharwarko says there were 120. I think it might 7 you know, a top player in this town that's played in

8 be a little more than that. But can you picture 120 8 this town come out of this town in the last fifteen

9 plus independent teams, trying to schedule all that, 9 years that hasn't played 12-year-old baseball. My
10 manage all that? There is clearly some value that 10 son did, lots of kids did. Not appropriate? I didn't
11 DGYB brings to the park district and the community. 11 get the concept. Because when I think about it yeah,
12 If you think about that for a minute this isn't a 12 every one of our kids -- There isn't one parent here
13 financial debate. I don't want to discount $8,000 13 that doesn't have a kid that would kill to play at U.S.
14 in revenue though I would really like you to understand 14 Cellular or Wrigley Field. No question about that.

15 that. But the reality is financial decisions are 15 But the reality is we are not necessarily entitled or

16 bottom line decisions, what money are you getting from 16 we don't get the opportunity to do that. Ifitis

17 your community program, what money are you saving 17 about the kids playing baseball, turning down the

18 because of the administration, the organization, the 18 availability to use fields, I struggle with that. You

19 volunteer hours to run all these teams. Let's make 19 want fields? No, we don't want that field; we want

20 sure that that adds into the financial question here. 20 that field at that time.

21 I understand again the passion involved. 21 I saw somebody back here -- I think some-

22 Whether it's youth sports, football or basketball, 22 body mentioned they were from the Dragons. So what
106 108

1 baseball, soccer, swimming, parents are very 1 I happened to do is look last night, and I saw on

2 passionate. I respect that about people that want 2 the website the challenges they were having with

3 to say something and do something for their kids, and 3 rained out or rescheduled games as well. I also saw

4 1 encourage that. That's one of the reasons why my 4 that they were awarded, permitted time that we didn't

5 Kkids are past this and I am still involved. That's 5 use at Gilbert. This Sunday night they're playing a

6 one of the reasons Jim's kids are past this and he 6 double header. And when I looked at our original

7 s still involved. 7 field submittal -- because I went back and looked at

8 So in terms of really looking at what we're 8 it -- we left that open because our two 13U teams,

9 talking about here, I think it's really important 9 which is the slots the Longshots have at Gilbert -- So
10 that we present a couple facts just to create a little 10 I am really clear with this so everybody understands
11 balance here. So when we think about what's been 11 the facts, Longshots get Gilbert Wednesday night,

12 asked for, the origination of this entire discussion 12 Saturday night and Sunday night. Okay? So we wound
13 centered originally around one team and its particular 13 up giving that back because our teams are playing in a

14 requests for certain fields. Okay? And then we 14 tournament Sunday. The system works. Not perfectly,
15 talked a little bit about that last meeting. Well, 15 maybe it doesn't work all the time, but the system

16 my understanding is through your staff who, by the 16 worked there.

17 way, has done a terrific job of trying to figure out 17 In terms of a couple of the other things

18 some very difficult issues. Combine that with all the 18 that were said here, in terms of attacking the staff,

19 weather challenges we have had. Your staff worked 19 that's actually Paul and your director of parks,

20 with us -- when I say us I am talking about the DGYB 20 Mr. Reese, over a long period of time now trying to

21 south league and Longshots at a certain age -- trying 21 actually figure out how to increase field utilization.

22 to figure out how we could provide some fields to help 22 We talked about that at another point. There's been
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1 lots of hours spent together in partnership trying 1 organization of the program at all. As a matter of

2 to figure out how there is more play. One of the 2 fact, you look on the website and I think it refers

3 gentlemen referred to the meeting notes as travel 3 to pitching coach.

4 saying hey, we can use more time at Gilbert. We can. 4 In terms of the --

5 There's additional Babe Ruth teams playing at Gilbert 5 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Which if anybody really

6 this year, and we'd like to play some more under the 6 knew me they'd question that. But go ahead.

7 lights as well. It's a shared field. As a matter 7 MR. ROONEY: Some have.

8 of fact, if you do your due diligence you will find 8 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: I know.

9 that there is no field that's owned by anybody. All 9 MR. ROONEY: This comes down to a couple words
10 the fields at some point are shared amongst the leagues 10 that popped into my mind here. It's entitlement. At
11 in Downers Grove. 11 some point here people are pointing a finger at our
12 Somebody mentioned Memorial north and two 12 program -- and our program meaning DGYB, not just
13 teams have locked it all up. Well, the facts are that 13 Longshots -- and talking about our entitlement. We
14 there are four teams that play and practice at Memorial 14 operate underneath the MOU and we have for a long
15 north. So, you know, when Commissioner Barr talked 15 period of time. You're going to evaluate that. I
16 about 10U, 10U or 18U or 16U or whatever it says on 16 am sure you are going to come to a good conclusion
17 the schedule, that's what we have given the park 17 and your staff is going to give you very good
18 district for a number of years. We weren't asked for 18 recommendations on that.
19 anything different. If they'd like something different 19 In terms of choice there are people behind
20 we can certainly try to work to give them that. We 20 me that, as I said earlier, are free to make whatever
21 did what we were asked to do. 21 choice they want to make. You know, I am not going
22 In terms of some of the accusations against 22 to sit here and defend our program. But at the end
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1 the recreation folks, I can tell you that Sandy has 1 of the day if you would like to parade up, you know,

2 bent over backwards not only to try and help us and 2 the general manager of the White Sox, the head scout

3 the MOUs -- we have been on both sides of that -- but 3 from the Cubs, any head of any travel organization --

4 also to help outside programs. I would be interested 4 widely-recognized travel organization in the Chicago

5 to find out how many outside requests there were this 5 area or even the greater Midwest, any of the college

6 vyear and how many were filled. I think that would 6 coaches that have been involved with our program, they

7 be an interesting thing to look at. Because the 7 will come and talk to you about what we are and who

8 accusation here is that nobody gets to play, and 8 we are. And we never ever have said that we're better

9 that's just not the fact. 9 than anybody. We're different than a lot of programs,
10 In terms of the attacks on Mr. Gelwicks, 10 and part of our difference is we do have a community-
11 Mr. Gelwicks has been kind enough to have been a 11 based program. Over 80% of the kids in our program not
12 coach in the Longshots program for some period of 12 only are from Downers Grove -- And by the way, rosters
13 time. His endeavor at Benet and other things including 13 that were referred to are the same rosters that have
14 following his daughter's play have taken him away from 14 sat there since last summer. Our older kids' play
15 our program. Occasionally Bob involves himself with 15 haven't started yet and I am sure they understand that.
16 some of his consultants services or expertise. But 16 They will be posted when we're ready to go. So over
17 I would certainly tell you that many of the newer 17 80% are from Downers Grove and over 80% of the kids
18 coaches in the program don't even know who Bob is 18 in our program return. I want to repeat that. Over
19 because he hasn't been around all that much. ButI 19 80% of the kids in our program return. And of the
20 still rely on Bob to help us if we ever need somebody 20 20% that don't return, clearly a significant portion
21 to help us. He does come in and spend time with kids 21 of that go into Downers Grove Youth Baseball's other
22 which is his passion. He is not involved in the 22 league for that age.
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1 I commend Jim Sharwarko's leadership 1 with a 13 and 14 Teal and Navy team schedule --
2 because he's created play now for 19- and 20-year-olds. 2 practice and game schedule?
3 He's created a senior edition. At the end of the day 3 MR. ROONEY: I can get you an updated one. We're
4 we're continuing to work on developing more offerings 4 meeting again this weekend. Janet, we are on the
5 for kids. I will give you an example. So when we 5 fourth revision of schedules as you can imagine with
6 talk about being open, at the last meeting -- I didn't 6 the weather both rain and cold, you know. So, for
7 want to go the whole tit for tat thing, and I am not 7 example, the park district and rightfully so closed
8 going to do that tonight. At the last meeting it 8 its field for the 25th and 26th. So we need to figure
9 was referred to or commented on that we cut kids. 9 out how to reschedule a whole bunch of teams.
10 Well, there are only so many spaces in the program. 10 MS. BARR: That's fine. When you get the schedule
11 But we always offer kids an opportunity to play 11 if you could send it to me and then, of course --
12 baseball in DGYB. The example I would use is a boy 12 MR. ROONEY: We would probably put them on the
13 who tried out for the Fury. He played in our program, 13 internet too.
14 left, tried out for the Fury, didn't make the Fury, 14 MS. BARR: That's great. That's wonderful. Thank
15 came back and said hey, can I try out for you guys. 15 you.
16 We said sure. And we said if it doesn't work we'll 16 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Just a clarification on
17 absolutely have a spot for you to play baseball in 17 that. You have a liaison process?
18 Downers Grove. And he's playing with us this year. 18 MR. ROONEY: Yes, we do.
19 I don't blame the Fury for not taking him. At some 19 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Would you use the liaison
20 point they're going to cut people too, they're going 20 process for schedules? And once staff has them they
21 to be exclusive. At the end of the day one of the 21 can forward them to the board.
22 reasons why I joined DGYB when we built here is to 22 MS. BARR: The only reason I asked was that was
114 116
1 be able to have a community offering for all kids. 1 one that Sandy didn't have anything on. I specifically
2 It may not fit all kids, but we're going to try and 2 asked her.
3 be open to everybody. 3 MR. ROONEY: Didn't have anything on?
4 And I would encourage that group if they 4 MS. BARR: No.
5 have better travel ideas that maybe you suggest that 5 MR. ROONEY: Because we submitted every field,
6 they meet with us and figure out is there a way to 6 every age.
7 figure this out. But I will tell you that their 7 MS. BARR: Okay.
8 approach will be I want to do it my way. And I can 8 MR. ROONEY: Do you want us to resubmit what we
9 tell you that we would probably start with this is 9 originally submitted?
10 what we do. Butif I can't run my own team, I can't 10 MS. BARR: It probably wouldn't be a bad idea.
11 position my own kid, I can't do those kinds of things 1 MR. ROONEY: Pardon me? What is it that you
12 it's probably not going to fit. Out of the 1600 12 would like?
13 kids that play in Downers Grove Youth Baseball not 13 MS. BARR: Well, just to help us. Because this
14 one of them can name the team they get to play on, 14 was a really helpful analysis. You haven't seen it
15 not one of them can name the field they get to play 15 yet. So we can get through that analysis.
16 on, not one of them gets to name the time they get to 16 MR. ROONEY: So what would you like?
17 play. They join the program and for a vast majority 17 MS. BARR: I think if you just send us a letter
18 of those kids it works. It doesn't work for everybody. 18 to the parents that would work for me.
19 Thank you for your support. 19 MR. ROONEY: Letters to parents. What would
20 MS. BARR: I just have a question for you. 20 vyou like? I wantto --
21 MR. ROONEY: Sure. 21 MS. BARR: Okay. I had understood that there
22 MS. BARR: I was wondering could you provide us 22 was some letter to parents probably at the beginning
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1 of the year that showed every practice and every game. 1 supervisor and say conversely. But I think that is
2 I think that's all we need. 2 part of why we have the MOU understandings is so that
3 MR. ROONEY: Right. Why would I send a letter 3 these processes can be followed through. It is not
4 thatI send out to parents? Why would I give peoples' 4 the board's job so to speak to do scheduling for these
5 e-mail information out? If you want a schedule I 5 groups.
6 can provide a schedule. 6 And I would just like to add you gave a
7 MS. BARR: It doesn't have to have everybody's 7 list at the beginning of groups that use these fields.
8 name onit. I just want the team name -- 8 I don't think anyone at this point has mentioned at a
9 MR. ROONEY: What I just explained -- Maybe 9 lot of these fields -- I am not sure about Gilbert
10 vyou didn't follow. What I just explained was because 10 but I know Doerhoefer -- we have quite a large use
11 of the weather considerations -- And the folks behind 11 from the high school district at these fields that
12 us are dealing with the same thing. There's somebody 12 also is in play here. Their schedules get messed up
13 that was asking for fields right now. So they have 13 because of weather, because of the other high school
14 either committed to a game that day or trying to 14 teams just like any other scheduled team event. So
15 schedule a game that day. That's kind of how it works 15 there's an additional layer in here that has not been
16 in travel. But the reality is it's schedule based 16 even considered in tonight's conversation.
17 and those things get updated and get moving. 17 MR. ROONEY: That's absolutely right. DGYB works
18 MS. BARR: Fine. I want to know whatever time -- 18 with all high schools in terms of that as well.
19 at whatever point in time tell me exactly what games 19 MS. MAHONEY: ButI am just saying that component
20 and what you have scheduled. 20 has not been talked about at all. And that's a huge
21 MR. ROONEY: Okay. So I will forward you the 21 component and that's all of District 99 which includes
22 schedules. 22 other communities, other players that are not within
118 120
1 MS. BARR: Yes. 1 the Downers Grove Park District community. So there's
2 MR. ROONEY: I will forward that through the 2 alot of -- there's a lot of things. So thank you.
3 liaison process. And it is going to be an update 3 MR. ROONEY: Sure. And I will make sure it goes
4 from what we did before. 4 through the liaison again. And, Janet, I think the
5 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Okay. 5 other thing is I will definitely get this put
6 MS. MAHONEY: All I would say that I do not 6 together for you, the new look at it. But the reality
7 Dbelieve it's -- This is a board, not an individual. 7 is I don't know, how did our kids play on those fields
8 We have a process with all the MOU groups. They all 8 last night if it wasn't permitted? We'll have to look
9 have a liaison. And these items should not come 9 into that. Okay? Anything else?
10 through board members. These should be going through 10 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: No, thanks.
11 the process. This is how things get all muddled up 1 MR. CASTELVECCHI: Tony Castelvecchi, 4032
12 and frustrating if you usurp the process that has been 12 Belle Aire Lane. I just want to get a couple things
13 established. If the process is not being followed by 13 straight in regards to for the record.
14 anyone that is a problem. So I would say that from 14 After reading the MOU all rosters need to be
15 a board's position I would not want to direct any 15 60% Downers Grove residents. That is something to
16 MOU group to submit anything through a board member. 16 take into account when you look at all the rosters
17 It belongs through that individual MOU group's liaison. 17 in regards to the Longshots.
18 And I would hope that any MOU group would have the 18 In regards to DGYB, like I said before I
19 ability to say that they're not -- they are having 19 have 100% support behind them. When we talked about
20 trouble working with the liaison or things aren't 20 a left wing and a right wing I think it's time for
21 working through the liaison well and vice versa; the 21 the board -- the park district to consider a second
22 liaison should be able to come back to their staff 22 option in regards to an MOU. Based on the analysis
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1 that Bob gave, after you look at it and you confirm 1 Longshots for a long time. I hope when you get to
2 that there are that many spots available, I would 2 this decision process you can have an open mind and
3 hope you would consider it. When we sit here and we 3 think about your son who didn't get an opportunity
4 talk about a fire at a portapotty for 7800 bucks, I 4 to play in town so my son can have the opportunity
5 have to say we haven't even touched 13 or 14 in regards 5 to play in town. Thank you.
6 to an analysis and we're over $8,000. So for something 6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody?
7 that wasn't budgeted here's money that we're basically 7 MR. BILL JOHNSON: Bill Johnson, 527 Wilson. I
8 not even looking at in regards to be here for the 8 have been very privileged to work with the park
9 taxpayers. 9 district staff for many years. And the reason I am
10 As for kids trying out, that's the best 10 speaking is I was in a meeting. I think some of the
11 thing about being a wing of DGYB. There always is 11 ladies are kind of -- Lee in particular, they're up
12 an option. So when you have 30 kids try out and you 12 to speed on this. And the last meeting was -- the
13 are going to keep 12 kids, someone has to get cut. 13 spring meeting was my last meeting as liaison. And
14 By being part of DGYB we are offering the secondary 14 they specifically requested practice times and game
15 choice. It is not a matter of sorry, you're cut. 15 times to be done. DGYB filled that out it sounds
16 I think the key here is you have heard 16 like it and it sounds like Longshots did not. And
17 enough from people in regards to other sports that 17 it was in the records in that meeting in the spring.
18 have two options. I actually coach with Mr. Taviani 18 Thank you.
19 in regards to Wolfpack. Mr. Nolan who runs the 19 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody else? Anybody
20 Nomads, both of those sons play on the baseball team. 20 here want to say anything?
21 We have been doing this since 4th grade and we haven't 21 MS. MAHONEY: I have some questions for Dan and
22 had an issue. 22 possibly staff.
122 124
1 I think everybody in this room has to 1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Go ahead.
2 understand it's about the kids. It is not about I 2 MS. MAHONEY: I had the same question as someone
3 got the best of you or you got the best of me. 3 earlier had. And I don't know who might be best to
4 Everybody should have the opportunity. We have 4 answer it so I will just ask you and you can answer
5 Angelo's Pizza, we have Dairy Queen. They didn't 5 it
6 want to come tonight and speak. They feel that every 6 MR. CERMAK: We'll get the right person.
7 time we have to play a game we have to leave town. 7 MS. MAHONEY: Okay. Of the requests for fields
8 They sponsored us so after a game we go have ice 8 that the park district has received, I don't know,
9 cream. Well, if you play in another town we are 9 this spring -- we'll just talk currently -- how many
10 obviously not going to come all the way back here. 10 have been granted or how many fields have been offered
1 Or the restaurant I spoke to the other night. 11 to those groups that are at the bottom of the order
12 It would be great. Maybe we even join the other team 12 that was given last meeting? I asked Sandy how the
13 and fill the restaurant. Obviously it's another thing 13 precedence went to get field allocations. Okay? So
14 to consider, bringing people into the town that can 14 how many people who are at the lower level of the
15 spend their money for all the people that own 15 field allocation made requests and how were we able
16 businesses here let alone stopping to get gas or 16 to accommodate those requests? Were we successful?
17 picking up Gatorade. There's a lot involved here. 17 Were we not?
18 I think there is a happy solution for 18 MR. CERMAK: I don't know that answer, but the
19 everyone, and we stand before you that we will do 19 people that work with this will know that answer,
20 whatever you'd like in regards to helping to eliminate 20 Sandy and perhaps Lee.
21 staff hours. 21 MS. MAHONEY: Do you understand what I am asking?
22 I know Mr. Gelwicks was involved with the 22 MS. PFUNDHELLER: Yes. On April 15th we opened
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1 up the reservation process to the public. I would 1 MOU groups to give us their schedules and that we

2 estimate we probably had about a dozen requests -- a 2 were going to really try to push to follow the MOUs

3 dozen different groups requesting space. We 3 to the letter meaning we were going to ask for specific

4 accommodated all of those with the exception of the 4 schedules so we can get our arms around actual usage

5 dates that Downers Grove Fury are still looking for. 5 acknowledging that there were permits given in years

6 The conflict that we are having with those dates is 6 past for times that were not specifically asked for

7 that they are asking for specific dates that are not 7 knowing that it would be a bumpy year because we

8 available. We have offered eight to ten alternate 8 could not say for certain what we would anticipate

9 dates, and there were three that were offered 9 because we have always done the blanket schedules
10 mistakenly that were on a field that was not lighted. 10 despite the fact that the MOUs said we would not do
11 But there were ten dates that were offered that were 11 the blanket schedules.
12 during the day on the fields that have not been 12 So this year, unfortunately, I was gone for
13 accepted. 13 the month that all the schedules came in. But I have
14 MS. MAHONEY: What do you mean not accepted? 14 seen the schedules that came in and they're far more
15 MS. PFUNDHELLER: They weren't the dates they 15 detailed than we have ever received before. I don't
16 were looking for or fields they were looking for. 16 know enough about Fury even to know if I am missing
17 MS. MAHONEY: So they turned down different 17 a schedule. I don't know how many teams they have.
18 options? 18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: I am specifically talking
19 MS. PFUNDHELLER: Correct. 19 about DGYB because there was a comment made that
20 MS. MAHONEY: Are you sure? I want to be clear 20 DGYB, Longshots had not provided the information in
21 about this. That's a big thing to say. 21 a timely manner.
22 MS. PFUNDHELLER: I am certain. 22 MS. ARNSMAN: I am familiar with this year's

126 128

1 MS. MAHONEY: Okay. I don't mean to be that way, 1 schedule and it was very good.

2 but that's important. Okay. Thank you. That's all 2 MS. BARR: I think I am the one who made the

3 the questions I have. 3 comment. And I agree that there was no problem with

4 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Stay there. Just a couple 4 Downers Grove Youth Baseball; it was just the

5 other things. This issue about whether you got 5 Longshots that there was a problem with.

6 schedules or not, okay, is a long-standing issue. It's 6 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: But staff didn't have a

7 been my understanding from other discussions on this 7 problem. And I understand for everybody, please,

8 that this year was by far the best in terms of what 8 this came to the board two weeks ago. This issue

9 information you received from all of the youth groups. 9 came to the board two weeks ago. You have been
10 MS. PFUNDHELLER: That is correct. 10 dealing with a lot of things, and clearly there are
1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: And you got what you asked | 11 some issues here that need to be addressed. The board
12 for from your perspective. 12 has talked about this. I have said there are fields
13 MS. PFUNDHELLER: Yes. And Lee would be best 13 that go unused. We have got to figure out how to
14 to answer this. She was involved in it. 14 get them utilized.
15 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: You're going to pass the 15 MS. ARNSMAN: And that message, I felt, during
16 baton? 16 that December MOU meeting was understood and well
17 MS. PFUNDHELLER: I am. She is here. 17 received. I didn't receive any feedback that it was
18 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Facts are important. 18 going to be a problem. I do believe the MOUs under-
19 MS. ARNSMAN: It is true that this year I did 19 stand and are doing that. In the same regard I think
20 meet with Fury prior to our spring MOU meeting. I 20 that the main thing with the MOU is although I think
21 was aware of the needs that they had, and I explained 21 the process on the whole is good, I think the timeline
22 at that time the timeline that we have that we allow 22 was mentioned. And that is troublesome from a
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1 management standpoint to have so many requests waiting 1 showing. You guys have all stated it's about kids,

2 for April. 2 getting them opportunities, letting a lot of people

3 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: And as we have discussed 3 play on our fields. I understand that. We understand

4 as you come back to the board you're coming up with 4 that from the looks of it we can do better. We can't

5 ways that maybe we can address that particular issue 5 snap our fingers and have it done. We directed staff.

6 amongst others. Is that correct? 6 The staff is working on it. We need to give them time

7 MS. ARNSMAN: That's correct. 7 to getit done. But we are addressing it. We will

8 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Thank you. Believe me, this 8 be better. We will look at our MOU agreements as we

9 board does understand there is an issue that many 9 have directed staff to do.
10 people would like to see addressed. And it's been 10 And everybody up here wants to utilize our
11 in the board's hands for two weeks and we have given 11 fields as best as possible giving everybody an oppor-
12 staff direction. Staff understands it. But, quite 12 tunity to get out there. If there's a field that's
13 frankly, they have not been staffed nor directed in 13 unused believe me, we don't want it sitting vacant.
14 the past to try and accomplish all this. So we have 14 No one up here wants it sitting vacant. We all realize
15 to work through that and we're going to work through 15 we can do it better. We have directed staff to look
16 that. 16 into how we can do it better and we will address this.
17 MS. BARR: And we will probably look at our park 17 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Anybody else?
18 district too. 18 MR. ROMAN: I say keep us honest. Keep coming.
19 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Well, sure. They can do 19 Make sure it's looked at and you get an answer that
20 that. I know they have done that in the past. And 20 vyou're happy with.
21 there clearly are other ways. 21 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Okay. A motion to adjourn?
22 The other problem that you see is there are 22 MS. MAHONEY: I move to adjourn to executive

130 132

1 very few other locations with an in-town organization 1 session.

2 quite as large as DGYB. There are other big groups, 2 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Wait a minute. I have

3 but it is one of the largest around. So it's not 3 another visitor. I'm sorry.

4 necessarily comparable. 4 MR. ROMAY: Bob Romay, 524 Franklin Street.

5 MS. BARR: To Cathy's point too I don't think 5 Trust me, I don't want to elongate this meeting any

6 that the groups are saying that after all the time's 6 more. I just want to say it's very difficult for us,

7 been allocated if they ask for a time that virtually 7 for any organization to accept dates past April 15th

8 nobody else wanted that they are not getting it. I 8 when our schedule is completed. So because of

9 don't think that's what the groups are saying. I 9 Mr. Shields and Mr. Lawhead being a void -- I was
10 think they're saying that the process is set up 10 working with them. And I gave them specifically at
11 poorly so that it happens way too late and so they 11 the end of February my calendar for April, May and
12 have to go to other towns because they need to set 12 June, and I said these are the dates that I am playing
13 their schedules in January and February and they 13 tournaments, these are the dates that I am not avail-
14 don't even have an opportunity until April to get 14 able; I am just looking for some additional dates that
15 Downers Grove fields. So I think it's not that 15 are available that don't coincide with these dates.
16 they're a lot of times getting turned down for the 16 And I know park staff didn't even have the oppor-
17 times after April. I think it's the process we are 17 tunity to look at that completely. So when you gave
18 looking at and the fact that the process is leading 18 me a date of July 22nd after our season is done, I
19 to lots of empty fields and we have got to change it. 19 can't take that date. When you give me a Memorial
20 MR. CUSHING: I think we understand that now. 20 Day 8:00 to 10:00 when there are no lights, I can't
21 Again this was brought to the board two weeks ago. 21 take that day. Most of the days that I paid for
22 1 applaud the passion that everyone out there is 22 have been Sundays from 10:00 to 12:00. And those
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1 were six of the nine dates that I used because the 1 Open Meetings Act for the discussion of personnel
2 balance of those Sundays one was Mother's Day and 2 and land acquisition respectively.
3 the other four we were in tournaments. And we had 3 MR. CUSHING: Second.
4 those schedules completed end of February. So when 4 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Roll call, please?
5 the park district started to open up dates to the 5 MS. RANK: Miss Mahoney?
6 public it was very late. So I didn't have an 6 MS. MAHONEY: Aye.
7 opportunity to put my team to play on dates that were 7 MS. RANK: Mr. Cushing?
8 given to me because my schedule was completed across 8 MR. CUSHING: Aye.
9 the league that I play in and across the tournaments 9 MS. RANK: Miss Barr?
10 that we paid for in advance to participate. 10 MS. BARR: Aye.
1 So there are certainly two sides to every 1 MS. RANK: Mr. Gelwicks?
12 story, and we just need to make sure that we learn 12 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Aye.
13 from this and we figure out a way, as Matt mentioned, 13 MS. RANK: Mr. Roman?
14 to try to get better so we don't have this issue in 14 MR. ROMAN: Aye.
15 2012. Because as Mr. Roman stated, we are going to 15 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Motion approved. We are
16 keep on coming. And you will get to know us very 16 adjourned. Good evening, everyone.
17 well because we feel like we stand for something, that 17 (Following proceedings had in executive
18 we want to make sure that we can work together as one 18 session not made a part of this record,
19 community. And we're all willing to do that. Thank 19 at 10:45 o'clock P.M. the following
20 you very much. And I apologize for the lengthy 20 proceedings were had in open session:)
21 meeting. 21 MR. CUSHING: Motion to adjourn.
22 MS. MAHONEY: You are not the first and you won't 22 MS. MAHONEY: Second.
134 136
1 be the last group of people to come before this board 1 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Roll call?
2 wanting things. In the years before I sat on this 2 MS. RANK: Mr. Cushing?
3 board I was in many groups coming wanting. We have 3 MR. CUSHING: Aye.
4 had groups -- we have had our active adult groups come 4 MS. RANK: Ms. Mahoney?
5 wanting things, we have had the gymnastic group come 5 MS. MAHONEY: Aye.
6 wanting things, we have had many, many groups come and 6 MS. RANK: Miss Barr?
7 ask for things, and they are always encouraged. So 7 MS. BARR: Aye.
8 for it to be presumed that you are not welcome is 8 MS. RANK: Mr. Gelwicks?
9 not at all true. Any group has always been welcomed 9 PRESIDENT GELWICKS: Aye.
10 in front of us, and we have always tried to address 10 MS. RANK: Mr. Roman?
11 it the best we can. And I would just want to make 1 MR. ROMAN: Aye.
12 sure you understand you all may not like the answer, 12 (Which were all the proceedings had
13 but that doesn't mean that that's not the best that 13 at the meeting of the above-entitled
14 we can do. Everybody may not like every solution. 14 cause.)
15 Some people in the group may not like part of it, 15
16 other groups in town may not like it, but that's just 16
17 the way it will be. So I don't think there should 17
18 be any expectation that everyone is going to be 18
19 happy because I think we're all realistic enough to 19
20 know that probably will not happen. 20
21 Now I will move to adjourn to executive 21
22 session under Section 2(c)(1) and 2(c)(5) of the 22
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS.
COUNTY OFCOOK)

I, MARLANE K. MARSHALL, C.S.R., a
Notary Public duly qualified and commissioned for
the State of Illinois, County of Cook, do hereby
certify that I reported in shorthand the proceedings
had at the meeting of the above-entitled cause, and
that the foregoing transcript is a true, correct,
and complete report of the entire proceedings so
taken at the time and place hereinabove set forth.

MARLANE K. MARSHALL
Notary Public
CSR License #084-001134

My commission expires:
March 13, 2012.
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